
“TAKE 10”- Worship While Away! (Sunday, October 3, 2021) 
 

Share:  
As we gather around the Word, font, and table, 

we pray for the faith of children. 

We pray for trust, humility, and kindness. 

We pray for wonder, imagination, and creativity. 

Let the little children come to me, Jesus said, 

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 

 
Read these words from a hymn today:                                                               Jesus Loves Me! 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong. 

 
Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago,  
taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.” 

 
Read this scripture from worship:                   Job1:1, 2:1-10 NRSV 
1There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 
2 One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also 
came among them to present himself before the LORD. 2 The LORD said to Satan, “Where have 
you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking up and down on it.” 3 The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? 
There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns 
away from evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy 
him for no reason.” 4 Then Satan answered the LORD, “Skin for skin! All that people have they 
will give to save their lives  5 But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, 
and he will curse you to your face.” 6 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your power; 
only spare his life.” 
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from 
the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, 
and sat among the ashes. 
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.” 10 But he 
said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the 
hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
 

Mark 10:1-16, The Message 
10 1-2 From there he went to the area of Judea across the Jordan. A crowd of people, as was 
so often the case, went along, and he, as he so often did, taught them. Pharisees came up, 
intending to give him a hard time. They asked, “Is it legal for a man to divorce his wife?” 
3 Jesus said, “What did Moses command?” 
4 They answered, “Moses gave permission to fill out a certificate of dismissal and divorce her.” 
5-9 Jesus said, “Moses wrote this command only as a concession to your hardhearted ways. In 
the original creation, God made male and female to be together. Because of this, a man leaves 
father and mother, and in marriage he becomes one flesh with a woman—no longer two 
individuals, but forming a new unity. Because God created this organic union of the two sexes, 
no one should desecrate his art by cutting them apart.” 



10-12 When they were back home, the disciples brought it up again. Jesus gave it to them 
straight: “A man who divorces his wife so he can marry someone else commits adultery 
against her. And a woman who divorces her husband so she can marry someone else 
commits adultery.” 
13-16 The people brought children to Jesus, hoping he might touch them. The disciples shooed 
them off. But Jesus was irate and let them know it: “Don’t push these children away. Don’t ever 
get between them and me. These children are at the very center of life in the kingdom. Mark 
this: Unless you accept God’s kingdom in the simplicity of a child, you’ll never get in.” Then, 
gathering the children up in his arms, he laid his hands of blessing on them. 
 

 

Talk together, responding to these questions:  

• Think about a face-to-face experience in your life.  What made it good?  What made it 
difficult?  

• How do we persist in our integrity when the hard times come? 

• If we receive the good things that God provides for us, what can we do with the bad 
things that happen in our lives? 

• How is God present in the midst of challenges? 

• Who do you allow to get close to you, and who do you turn away?  

• In what ways do those relationships reflect your relationship with God? 

• What qualities found in children do you cultivate in your spiritual life? 

• How will your face-to-face encounters this week reflect your discipleship? 
 

Pray together:  
O God, sometimes we do not understand why bad things happen to good people.  Sometimes 

all we can do is lift up our eyes and hearts to heaven and scream out loud, “Why?” Sometimes 

we do not want to persist in our integrity; we allow our suffering to lead us into despair.  Yet 

wisdom comes from listening to your word.  Enable us to see the life you have given us 

through the laughter, joy, trial, and tribulation of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lived, suffered, 

died, and was raised for us.  In his name we pray.  Amen.  

 

Bless one another:   

Take each person's hand and say: "God's grace is for you, God's love is upon you, God's call 

is within you. Be kind to yourself and others this week as a child of God.”  

 
Resources Used:  Call to Worship, Presbyterian Church, USA 

Disciplines, The Upper Room 
Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal 

  The Message, by Rev. Eugene Peterson       


