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SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
July 4, 2021 

8:30 am & 11:00 am 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

PRE-SERVICE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION IN MUSIC 
Meditation on America  
Yankee Doodle 
Star Spangled Banner (remain seated) 
Stars and Stripes Forever 

PRELUDE  ............................................................ His Truth is Marching On 
Arranged by Paul Davis 

 

Please use this time to prepare your inward spirit for the worship of God. 
 

THE CHURCH BELL RINGS 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
†All who are able, please stand.      Bold print—all respond or sing 

 

ENTRANCE OF THE WORD AND THE LIGHT 
GATHERING SONG No. 340 (vv. 1, 3) ................................. This Is My Song 

CCLI# 1622560 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace, for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;  

but other hearts in other lands are beating with hopes and 
dreams as true and high as mine. 

 

This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kingdoms: 
thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done. 
Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, 

and hearts united learn to live as one. So hear my prayer, 
O God of all the nations:  

myself I give thee; let thy will be done. 
 

  



 

[3] 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Why do we come to worship God? 
We come seeking a blessing from our Lord. 
What is this blessing that we seek? 
We seek an encounter with our God, who washes us in mercy, 
call us to service, and fills us with love. 
Let us worship God together. 

 

HYMN No. 331 ............................... God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand  
CCLI#1622560 

God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

 

Thy love divine hath led us in the past. 
In this free land by thee our lot is cast. 

Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay: 
thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

 

From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
be thy strong arm our ever sure defense. 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase. 

Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
 

Refresh thy people on their toilsome way. 
Lead us from night to never-ending day. 

Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory, but God’s grace and mercy 
never fall short. With confidence in God’s blessing, let us confess our sin 
to God. 
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UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION | TRUTH TELLING 
You are love, O God, and you have loved us from the beginning. 
Forgive us when we do not share your love with the world:  
when we choose selfishness over compassion; what feels 
comfortable rather than what is right; when we strive for 
success instead of faithfulness; when we value independence 
over community. Forgive us, O God, of the ways we fall short. 
Free us to try again, and let your love lead the way. 
 

MOMENTS OF SILENT PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
God sacrificed his only Son, Jesus, that our sins may be forgiven, paying 
for our transgressions through Jesus’ blood. God is righteous, and in that 
justice we are assured that there is forgiveness for our sins. Rejoice! In 
Jesus Christ we are forgiven and can live in peace. 
 

LITANY OF PARDON 
Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  
 

THE RESPONSE OF PRAISE No. 591 (v. 1) ............... Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! 
CCLI #1622560 

 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!  
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

  

O God, to whom shall we go? You alone have the words of life. 
Let your words be our prayer and the song we sing; 

hallelujah,  hallelujah!  
 

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah!  
Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

ANTHEM ................................................... God Is Our Refuge and Strength  
Sanctuary Choir 

God is our refuge and strength; a present help in time of trouble though the mountains shake in 
the heart of the sea, though waters roar and foam, we will not fear. Come and behold the work of 
the Lord, the awesome acts of God. He is in the midst of his people, in all the earth. He is the 
Word, we are his hands, he will lead us; he is the air, we are his song; we will celebrate his 
presence all the day long . . . He is the rain, we are the stones, he will cleanse us, he is the air, 
we are his song, we will celebrate his presence all the day long . . . we will not fear. 
 

THE READING OF GOD’S WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 46 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 Peter 2:11-17 

CONVERSATION WITH ALL AGES  ......................................... “Sing a Song” 
HYMN No. 338 .............................................. O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 

CCLI#1622560 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 

 

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 
who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life! 

America! America! God mend thine every flaw; 
confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law! 

 

O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 
thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! May God thy gold refine 
till all success be nobleness and every gain divine! 

 

SERMON .......................................................... “Living as Servants of God” 
Pastor David R. Witt 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 
OFFERTORY ................................................ How Can I Keep from Singing? 

Arranged by Barbara Boertje 

†THE DOXOLOGY (HYMN NO. 606) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation 
Prayer of Thanksgiving, Consecration, and Intercession 
Words of Institution 
Sharing the Bread and Cup (Please wait to unwrap until invited to partake) 

       Music ............................................................... Morning Has Broken 
Closing Communion Prayer 
 

WE GO OUT IN GOD’S NAME 
 

HYMN OF DEDICATION No. 339 ............................ Lift Every Voice and Sing  
CCLI#1622560 

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty. 

Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,  
let us march on till victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
felt in the days when hope unborn had died. 

Yet, with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our parents sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
we have come, treading our path  

through the blood of the slaughtered, 
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 

thou who has by thy might led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 
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shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 

 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
CLOSING RESPONSE NO. 468 (vv. 1, 4) ....................................... In My Life 

CCLI#1622560 

In my life, Lord, be glorified; be glorified. In my life, Lord, be glorified today.  
In my world, Lord, be glorified; be glorified.  

In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 
POSTLUDE 

 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY 
The flowers today are given by Peggy Myer to celebrate the Fourth of July 
and the return to full, in-person worship. 
 

COMMUNION THIS MORNING, IN-PERSON OR AT HOME 
Those worshiping in person should pick-up a small “communion kit” on your 
way into the Sanctuary. Please wait to unseal your wafer and juice until 
after the Words of Institution and you are invited to partake. There will be 
sufficient time to unwrap them. If you are communing at home, please 
have your elements prepared. 
 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
Today's Prelude continues our “Summer of Songs That Soar.” In June we looked to the 
U.K. for musical pieces so inspiring they were adopted as patriotic songs. In July we 
look to this side of the Atlantic for homegrown tunes. Today's prelude is a tune from 
the old Methodist camp meetings as “O Brother, Shall We Meet Again on Canaan's 
Happy Shore?”. During the early days of the American Civil Way Julia Ward Howe 
heard soldiers marching and singing “John Brown's Body” to the tune. That night she 
penned a text that begins: “Mine eyes hath seen the glory of the coming of the Lord. 
The joining of the old camp tune and her text produced an American classic. Outside 
the US the song is usually titled “His Truth Is Marching On” and it is how Paul Davis 
titled the arrangement we hear this morning. 
 
Today's Offertory is homegrown, as well. Sometimes thought to be a Quaker tune it is 
actually a Baptist Hymn written by Robert Lowry in the 1860's. “Shall We Gather at the 
River” and “I Need Thee Every Hour” are two more of Lowry's more than 500 hymns. 
The second verse seems especially fitting for today: “Through all the tumult and the 
strife, I hear that music ringing. It finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from 
singing?”  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
July 4 - 11, 2021 

 

TODAY 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

COMMUNION – CCAP OFFERING 
Pre-Service Patriotic Music by William Heavner 

 

8:30 AM   In-Person Worship 
9:45 AM   Spiritual Growth Class via ZOOM 
11:00 AM   In-Person & Live Stream Worship 

 

THIS WEEK 
Monday:  Church Office Closed 
Tuesday:  10:00 AM – Staff Meeting 
   5:00 PM – Christian Education Team Meeting 
Wednesday: 12:00 PM – Snack-n Chat via ZOOM 
Thursday:  10:30 AM – Tai Chi @ the Picnic Shelter 

 

NEXT SUNDAY  
In-Person Worship – 8:30 AM 

Spiritual Growth Class via ZOOM – 9:45 AM 
In-Person & Live Stream Worship – 11:00 AM 

Senior Outreach Ministry – 12:30 PM 
Scripture: Ephesians 1:3-14, Mark 6:14-29 

Sermon: “Count Your Blessings” 
 

SENIOR OUTREACH MINISTRY DONATIONS 
Motel Ministry has pivoted to a Senior Outreach Ministry where we share 
kindness with elderly neighbors who live in low-income housing every 
second Sunday of the month. Donations of low-sodium canned goods such 
as green beans, peas, corn, potatoes, tuna, chicken, & soup are needed. 
We also take pudding cups, fruit cups (in juice), granola bars, shampoo & 
conditioner, and soap. Please label donations with, "Senior Outreach 
Ministry," when dropping them off at church. On Sundays there will also be 
a bin next to the elevator.  If you would like more details, please let 
Rebekah Witt know. Thanks!  
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Steven Tarrant Family 
Patricia Ferguson 
Katie Teets Bradshaw Family 
Florida Building Collapse 
Hazel Spriggs 
Mr. Valadez 
Tod Corroba 
Michael Weller 
Cheryl Newton 
Harriet & Bobby Smith 
Julie Pearce 
Lovett Family 
June Windle 
Caroline Hastreiter 
Pastor Michael & Anna Marie 

Evans 
Stautzenbach Family 
Dottie Adams 
Carol Tubbs 
Barbara White Family 
Audrey Sine 
Carlene Lemasters 
Holly Lightcap 

Al “Pop” Owens Sr 
The Grim Twins 
Ellie Lingo 
Louis Bundrick Sr.  

Tim Souders 
Dawn Williams 

Richard Lloyd 
Paula Marquis 
Thelma Cameron 
Carol Treece 
Nadine DeHaven 
Trudie Cope 
Laurel Look 
Paula & Mac McNichols 
Mary Lou Thomas 
Betty Lou Kelly 
Casey Carr 
Lance Weeks 
Ann & Edgar Tufts 
Jack Grubbs 
Sandy Haney 
Curt Budny 
Gary Seabright 
Nathan Windle 
Sylvia Wingfield 
Cindy Corell (missionary) 
Doug Dicks (missionary) 
Jose Lamont Jones 

(missionary) 
Katie Teets 
Unity of Our Nation 

Ethiopia 
Nancy Kerns 
David Trickel 
Racial Injustice 
Reconciliation 
Local Schools 
Firefighters 
Police Officers 
First Responders 
Tom Schmidt 
Food Banks 
Homeless 
Mike Shade 
Associate Pastor Nominating  
   Committee (APNC) 
Brad Treece 
Women & Children of  
   Domestic Violence 
Families of Children, Youth & 
   Young Adults with Special  
   Needs 
Kes Mersha 
Jane Lewis 
Doug Koch 
Illubabor Bethel Synod of 
   Church Mekane Yesus 
 

 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY SERVICE 
Joshua Blake, Max Crane, Andrew Crane, Thomas Crane, Edison Gomez, Samuel & Julia Phillips, 
Brandon Michael, Jared Snawder, Greg Sousa, Katherine Tufts, Michael White, and their families.  
 

 
 
 
  

In Remembrance 
 

Steven Tarrent 

 
December 25, 1970 – June 30, 2021 

 
“I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “Those who believe in 
me shall live, even though they die, and whoever lives and believes in 
me shall never die.”                                                            John 11:25-26 
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WITTS ON VACATION 
Pastor David and DCE Carole Witt will be on vacation beginning this Friday, 
July 9 and continuing through Friday, July 23. Please contact Pastor Tracie 
Martin, our Parish Associate, with pastoral concerns at tracie-
martin@juno.com , the church office (540-662-1843) or (315) 247-5969 
 

MOO SPONSORS ROYALS BASEBALL OUTING FOR THE WHOLE 
CHURCH 
The Men of Opequon invite women and men, girls and boys to the 
Winchester Royals game on Monday, July 12th at Bridgeforth Stadium in 
Jim Barnett Park.  The cost for the evening is $15 per person and will cover 
dinner ($10 Royals concession food voucher) and admission.  We have a 
reserved area for dinner, behind home plate.  The picnic dinner begins at 
6:00 pm.  The first pitch is 7:00 pm.  Contact Bill Bender with questions and 
to register at (benderwilliam61@gmail.com). This is the best buy in town!  
Take me out to the ballgame!! 
 

LIFE GOES ON 
“Life Goes On” returns on Monday, July 19 at 12:00 NOON at IJ Canns. “Life 
Goes On” provides support and fellowship for people who have lost a 
significant other. 
 
 

ROOTS & SHOOTS 
Our garden volunteer appreciation BBQ and open house was a huge 
success with around 45 people in attendance. We extend a huge thank you 
to everyone who came and those who have helped in the garden this year. 
This past week, 30.75 pounds were donated to the Highland Food Pantry 
bringing our monthly total produced to almost 100 pounds. In a few weeks, 
that will most likely become our weekly amount donated! We still have slots 
open to water. If you are interested, the SignUpGenius page can be found 
on the home page of the church's website, opequonchurch.org. As always, 
if you have any questions, send an email to graysonmoyer7@gmail.com. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE: USHERS & GREETERS! 
As we move forward in our re-entry/regathering process, we need more 
people to usher and greet.  Would you be interested?  If so, please email 

mailto:tracie-martin@juno.com
mailto:tracie-martin@juno.com
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Lisa Reed, Worship Chair (knlreed@verizon.net) or call (540-662-1843) or 
email Susan Ritter in the Church Office (office@opequonchurch.org).  
 

THESE DAYS DAILY DEVOTIONALS 
The July-August-September issue of THESE DAYS Devotional is available.  
Some of the devotional topics include “Receiving God’s Goodness”, 
“Covenant Challenges”, “Taste and See” and “Like a Good Neighbor”.  The 
devotionals are in the Gathering Area.  You are welcome to help yourself 
while the supply lasts.  If you are interested in getting your own personal 
subscription to THESE DAYS, write 100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 
40202-1396 or call (800)624-2412. 
 

A GLIMPSE BACK TO VBS WEEK 
It is fantastic to have you here for worship today!  While you are in the 
building, please enjoy seeing some displays that were used during VBS last 
week.  Families came and roamed at their own pace to each of the stations 
set up each evening.  You can see the bible story told through shadow 
boxes in the Gathering Area and the bible story in murals on the walls down 
the back hallway.  A friendship tree stands by the porch entrance door and 
newly potted flowers greet you near the entrance as you come from the 
back parking lot.  “Happy Summer Bags” and “Self-Care Kits” were 
assembled and are being placed in our Blessing Box/Little Free Library and 
‘Thinking of You’ cards were made and sent out last week with those 
sharing through the Senior Outreach Ministry.  A highlight of VBS time was 
the making of SOCK PUPPETS which participants gladly slipped on their 
arms and took home.  Many thanks to all the Station Monitors, Greeters and 
Kitchen Team for their great work to help during VBS days and many 
thanks to all who donated items for VBS meals and activities.  We rejoice 
that parents and children spent some special time together here at OPC! 

 
  

mailto:knlreed@verizon.net
mailto:office@opequonchurch.org
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WORSHIP NOTES AND REFLECTIONS 
 

Notes on Today’s Music 
    How did today’s music call us to live as servants of God within our 
nation? 
 
Notes on Today’s Conversation with All Ages 

What do our songs teach us and help us to remember?  
 

Notes on Today’s Prayers  
    Where do I need to focus my prayers this week? 
 
Notes on Today’s Scripture and Sermon 

• What does God as “our refuge and strength” mean to you? 

• Recall a place where you experience God’s presence.  What is it about 

that place that makes you especially aware that God is with you? 

• What memories do you have of going to special places and learning 

valuable lessons? 

• What principles did our nation’s founders point to?  

• What is the high purpose to which God is calling us as a people and a 

nation? 

• What is the common good and how will you promote it as a servant of 

God? 

• How will you live as a servant of God in the week ahead? 


