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INFORMATION FOR OUR GUESTS 
 

To get the most out of your visit, may we recommend you familiarize yourself with the 
following: 
 

• We encourage you to share requests for prayer. You may do so by completing the pink 
form found in the pew rack and placing it in the offering. 

• Trust your children to the care of our dedicated, loving workers! The nursery rooms are 
located through the Gathering Area, down the Gallery and through the Dell Room. An 
usher will be happy to escort you. Our nursery ministry cares for infants and toddlers to 
age three. Our workers are masked and fully vaccinated for COVID. 

• Worship Bags are available for children ages 3-kindergarten. These bags are located in 
the back of the Sanctuary. Please return the bag and supplies to the basket when you 
are leaving. 

• Restrooms and a coat rack are located off the Gathering Area, just outside the 
Sanctuary. 

• Large-print hymnals, Bibles and bulletins are available from an usher. 

• Personal hearing assistance devices are available from an usher if you would like to 
use one. 

• Transportation can be provided to worship. Call the church office before 12:00 pm on 
Friday. 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
217 Opequon Church Lane, Winchester, VA 22602 

540-662-1843    www.opequonchurch.org 
 

David R. Witt ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor 
Tracie Martin ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Parish Associate 
Laurie Carver ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Nursery Supervisor 
William Heavner ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Organist 
Susan Homan --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Director of Music 
Patty Klinefelter, Lorie Henley, Bill Martin, Mike Nutry, Pat Williams -------------- Faith Community Nurse 
Linda Kessinger --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Office Administrator 
Ken Smiy -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Finance Administrator 
Robert Sydnor ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Sexton 
Carole Witt ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Director of Christian Education 
Rebekah Witt ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Youth & Young Adult Director 
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SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
January 2, 2022 

8:30 am & 11:00 am 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

PRELUDE MUSIC 

 
Please use this time to prepare your inward spirit for the worship of God. 

THE CHURCH BELL RINGS 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please complete the Friendship Folder and pass it along during the greeting. 

PRAYER REQUEST forms are inside the pew holders – please place in the offering plate. 

†All who are able, please stand.    Bold print—all respond 

†ENTRANCE OF THE WORD AND THE LIGHT 
†GATHERING SONG No. 127 (vv. 1,2)………………………………Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
                               CCLI# 1622560 

Hark! The herald angels sing. Jesus, the light of the world. 
Glory to the newborn King, 

Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

Refrain: We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light. Come where the 
dew drops of mercy shine bright. O, shine all around us by day and 

by night. Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

Joyful, all ye nations rise. Jesus, the light of the world. 
Join the triumph of the skies. 

Jesus, the light of the world. [Refrain] 
†CALL TO WORSHIP 
  We come to this place— 
  each of us on our own path. 
  The path is winding, 
  and the path is not always clear, 
  and the path changes, 
  but we are here. 
  God is walking us home. 
  What a gift it is to not walk alone. 
  Let us worship Holy God. 
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†HYMN OF PRAISE No. 150 ............................. As with Gladness Men of Old 
                                                                                                CCLI# 1622560   

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;  

as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;  

so, most gracious Lord, may we, evermore be led to thee.  

 

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed,  

there to bend the knee before, thee, whom heaven and 
earth adore;  

so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat.  

 

As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger, rude and bare,  

so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,   

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king.  

 

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way;  

and when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last  

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
I imagine that, for the Magi, walking to Bethlehem was not easy.I imagine 
that following a star for navigation was definitely not easy. However, I 
imagine that the hardest part might have been not knowing where the road 
would lead. Friends, we are not always the best versions of ourselves when 
we are faced with uncertainty or changing plans. Facing the unknown pulls 
on every ounce of our anxiety and fear. It rings all our stress alarms and 
can erode our patience, our calm, our sense of perspective. Fortunately for 
us, we worship a God who is gracious beyond imagination and meets us on 
every twist and turn of the road home. So let us pray together now, 
knowing that even in our worst moments, we are held by God. 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of changed plans, the Magi heard in a dream that they were to 
take a new way home—a different path, an untraveled road. And to 
our amazement, they did just that. The Magi packed their bags and 
went home by another way. We wish that change could be easy for 
us, but more often than not, when whispers of change come, we 
tend to clench our fists and hold on tighter. Forgive us for resisting 



5 

 

change that might be holy. Forgive us for ignoring that there is 
more than one road home. Forgive us for failing to hear your 
invitation. Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. 

 

MOMENTS OF SILENT PRAYER 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life, 
God walks with us. God never leaves our side. When the road changes and 
we find ourselves on a new path home, God is always there. 
So hear and believe this good news: 
No matter where we go, no matter what we do, we are claimed, 
loved, and held by God. Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
LITANY OF PARDON 

Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  

†RESPONSE OF PRAISE No. 121(v.4) .......................... O Little Town of Bethlehem 
CCLI#1622560 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

†PASSING OF THE PEACE 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you! 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
ANTHEM………………………………………………………………We Seek the Tiny King 
                            Sanctuary Choir 
We seek the tiny King, traveling afar, following the brightest star! 

Over field and fountain, over moor and mountain, following, 
following the star. We three Kings of Orient are: bearing gifts we 
traverse afar. Over field and fountain, over moor and mountain, 
following, following the star! Oh, star of wonder, star of might, 

star with royal beauty bright, westward leading still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. Glorious now behold him rise, now 

behold him rise, King and God and Sacrifice: 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, earth to heaven replies.  

Wise men still seek the tiny King. 
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THE READING OF GOD’S WORD 
 OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 60:1-6  Pew Bible p. 602 
 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Matthew 2:1-12  Pew Bible p. 783 
A SPECIAL TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN        “Star of Wonder”  
†HYMN No. 152 ............................. What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright 

     CCLI# 1622560 

What star is this, with beams so bright, more lovely than the 
noonday light? ‘Tis sent to announce a newborn king, glad tidings 

of our God to bring. 
 

‘Tis now fulfilled what God decreed, “From Jacob shall a star 
proceed”; and lo! the eastern sages stand to read in heaven the 

Lord’s command. 
 

While outward signs the star displays, an inward light the Lord 
conveys and urges them, with tender might, to seek the giver of 

the light. 
 

O Jesus, while the star of grace impels us on to seek your face, 
let not our slothful hearts refuse the guidance of your light to use. 

 

SERMON          “Home by Another Way” 
                                                                                        Pastor David Witt 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 
OFFERTORY 

†CAROL No. 143 (v. 4) ................................. Angels, from the Realms of Glory  

                                                                                                                                                                                               CCLI# 1622560 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 

 come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the 
newborn king!  

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation 
Prayer of Consecration 
The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal p. 35, we say “debts” and “debtors” in the prayer) 

Words of Institution 
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Sharing the Bread and Cup (Please wait to unwrap until invited to partake) 

Communion Music 
Closing Communion Prayer 

WE GO OUT IN GOD’S NAME 

†HYMN OF DEDICATION No. 147 (vv. 1,3,5,6) ………………………….The First Nowell 
                                                                                                                                                                                                 CCLI#1622560 

The first Nowell the angel did say   

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  
 

Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,   

born is the King of Israel.  

  

And by the light of that same star   

three wise men came from country far;  

to seek for a king was their intent,  

and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain]  

  

Then entered in those wise men three,  

fell reverently upon their knee,  

and offered there, in his presence   
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain]  

  

Then let us all with one accord  

sing praises to our heavenly Lord,   

that hath made heaven and earth of nought,  

and with his blood our life hath bought. [Refrain] 
 

†CHARGE AND BLESSING 
†CLOSING RESPONSE No. 136 (Refrain) .................. Go, Tell It On the Mountain 

 CCLI#1622560 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!  

  

†POSTLUDE 
 

Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
January 2 – 9, 2022 

 

TODAY 
Epiphany Sunday, Star Words,  

CCAP & Communion 
 

8:30 AM   In-Person Worship 
9:45 AM   Faith Formation – Bageant Room 
11:00 AM   In-Person & Live Stream Worship 
4:00 PM   Elder Training – Fellowship Hall 

 

THIS WEEK 

Monday: Church Office Closed  
 Shenandoah Sings! – 6:00 PM – Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday: Staff Meeting – 10:00 AM – Bageant Room 
 Tech Meeting – 4:30 PM – Fellowship Hall 
 Ministry Team Night – 6:30 PM – Fellowship Hall & ZOOM 
Wednesday: Snak N Chat 12 Noon via ZOOM 
 LOGOS – 4:30 PM – “Glow In The Dark Night” 
 WOW Worship – 6:45 PM – Sanctuary 
 Choir Practice – 7:15 PM – Sanctuary 
Thursday: Tai Chi – 10:30 AM – Memorial Sanctuary 
 Sherando Food Pantry – 6:30 PM 
 Vision Team – 7:00 PM – Bageant Room 
   
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

Renewal of Baptism 
In-Person Worship – 8:30 AM 
Faith Formation – 9:45 AM  

In-Person & Live Stream Worship – 11:00 AM 
Senior Outreach Ministry – 12:15 PM 

Officer Training – 2:00 PM – Fellowship Hall 
Choir Party – 4:00 PM – Paula & Mac McNichols 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Ann Denison 
Nadine DeHaven 
Jeffrey Graham 
Cheryl Arnold & Family 
June Windle 
Jack Marquis 
Brenda Hawkins 
Penny Campbell 
Daniel Batcha 
Cheryl Friend 
Berson/Fraher Family 
Janet McDowell 
Lisa Day Family 
Alice Everitt 
Tornado Victims 
Shooting Victims 
Louis Ebert 
Maxwell Mannario 
Al “Pop” Owens, Sr. 

Sarah Fore/McMurdo 
Family 

E. Frances Greene 
Hank Agregard 
Annemarie Matthews 
Carol Treece 
Bob Zerkle 
Barbara McKenna 
Kevin & Debbie Paquette 
Larry Ferdig, Jr. 
Robin & Al Owens 
Daniel Brown 
Donald Elson 
Terry Caldwell 
Afghanistan 
Casey Carr 
Michael Weller 
Ethiopia 
Nancy Kerns 

David Trickel 
Racial Injustice 
Reconciliation 
Homeless 
Mike Shade 
Associate Pastor 
Nominating  
   Committee (APNC) 
Brad Treece 
Women & Children of  
   Domestic Violence 
Families of Children, 
Youth &Young Adults 
with Special Needs 
Jane Lewis 
Doug Koch 
E.E.C.M.Y.  
   Church Mekane Yesu

 

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY SERVICE 
Joshua Blake, Max Crane, Andrew Crane, Thomas Crane, Edison Gomez, Jacob 
Heavner, Samuel & Julia Phillips, Brandon Michael, Greg Sousa, Katherine Tufts, 
Michael White, and their families.  
 

SERVANTS IN MINISTRY 
8:30 Worship 

Beadle – Betty Chicklo, June Malone 
Liturgist – Melissa Youngblood 

Ushers – Graham Taylor, Steve Bock 
& Jim Horner 

Greeters – Bill & Lisa Frye 
 

11:00 Worship 
Beadle – Bill Robinson 
Liturgist – Ann Smith 

Ushers – Fran & Mike Jeffries, Vicki Crites 
& Mike Nutry 

 

 

 
HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
Please note: The church office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, January 3rd 
for the New Year’s holiday. 
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2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you would like offering envelopes for 2022 and do not find them on the 
table located outside the Sanctuary doors, please contact: Ron Smith, 
Treasurer:  703-216-9588 / ronaldfsmith1@gmail.com or Ken Smiy, 
Financial Administrator:  540-327-3725 / 
financialadmin@opequonchurch.org Thank you. 

 

“STAR WORDS!” WHAT ARE STAR WORDS? 
The use of star words, also called “star gifts,” is a prayer practice 

connected to Epiphany and the new year. At Opequon Church, this will be 

the fourth year we have distributed “star words,” prayerfully handed out as 

“God’s word to you and for you.” These intention words, we pray, will guide 

you throughout the upcoming year. Typically, participants are encouraged 

to trust the word they have drawn, and not to replace the word. However, 

there is not a strong need to be the “star police” if an individual wants to 

trade. We encourage you to place your star word somewhere you will see it 

regularly throughout the year to allow consistent reflection on how God has 

moved through, around, or in connection to that word. Star words will be 

handed out on Sunday, January 2 at our Sunday morning Epiphany 

services. For those who can’t be present, we are seizing any opportunity to 

bring God’s word to you. We can mail you one upon request or you can 

pick up a “star word” in the bin on the front porch of the church for two 

weeks after January 2. Just take an envelope prepared for you. 
 

LOGOS RESUMES THIS WEDNESDAY 
LOGOS resumes this Wednesday, 4:30-7:15pm after being off for Christmas 
break. Our theme is “GLOW in the DARK Night”.  It is also a ‘WOW’ night 
with worship occurring at 6:45pm that evening with all our LOGOS young 
people.  We are blessed by 36 young people that participate in LOGOS each 
week and a terrific staff who faithfully nurture each of them. 
 

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY TEAM 
The monthly meeting of the Older Adult Planning Team will be held NEXT 
Monday, January 10 at 9:30am in the Bageant Room.  This meeting is 
open to any older adults who would like to join in the conversation and 
planning. 

mailto:ronaldfsmith1@gmail.com
mailto:financialadmin@opequonchurch.org
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SENIOR OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Join us in spreading kindness to our neighbors who live in low-income 
housing on January 9 at 12:15pm. Let Rebekah Witt know if you'd like to 
participate. Donations welcome: Canned soup, paper towels, toilet paper, 
dish soap & sponges, canned vegetables, pudding cups, fruit cups, and 2-
in-1 shampoo & conditioner. 
 

SOUP TO-GO FEBRUARY 13 
In addition to collecting soup cans on Souper Bowl Sunday, Opequon Youth 
are organizing Soup To-Go on February 13, 11:30am-1:00pm. Order 
homemade soup to support our local Sherando & Highland Food Pantries. 
Cups: $2, Quarts: $8. You may order chicken noodle, potato, vegetarian 
bean, traditional chili, or white chicken chili. All orders are due by February 
4 at Noon. Soup will not be served hot. Questions or want to order? Contact 
Rebekah Witt at wittrebekah2@gmail.com or call her at Church. 
 

mailto:wittrebekah2@gmail.com
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WORSHIP NOTES AND REFLECTIONS 
 
Notes on Today’s Music  
How did today’s music witness to the light that Christ brings? 
 
Notes on Today’s Conversation with All Ages  
What is special about the star?  
 
Notes on Today’s Prayers  
Where do I need to focus my prayers this week?  
 
Notes on Today’s Scripture and Sermon 

• When was the last time you were overwhelmed with joy? 

• When have you chosen a different path, one that was less certain or 

direct?  

• What was harder about that journey? What made all the difference? 

• When have you sought God’s will by paying attention to visible signs or 

to intuition stirring within you? 

• How does the Epiphany story expand our imagination of how God 

creates home by another way?  

• How has going home by another way changed you? How will it change 

you? 

 

 


