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The Opequon Spirit 

 

 “Prayerfully Equipping Disciples of All Generations to be Christ’s Hands, Heart and Feet in the World” 

 

November 2021 
 

 

WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
“REVIVE US AGAIN!” 

8:30 am In-Person 
11:00 am In-Person & Livestream 

 

WOW Service – Wednesday, November 
3rd, 6:45 pm 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
Meditation: “We Are the Body” 

All LOGOS Young People Participating 
 

Sunday, November 7th 
Generosity Sunday/All Saints’ Sunday 

Psalm 127, Mark 12:38-44 
Sermon: “Genuine and Exemplary” 

Remembering Those Who Have Died 
All Saints’ Sunday Communion, CCAP, 

Dedicating our Pledges 
 

Sunday, November 14th 
Veterans’ Sunday 

1 Samuel 1:4-20, Mark 13:1-8 
Sermon: “Persist and Persevere” 

Veterans’ Day Recognition 
 

Sunday, November 21st 
Christ the King/Thanksgiving Sunday 

Revelation 1:4-8, John 18:33-37 
Sermon: “Your Home Among Us” 

Annual Thanksgiving Meal – “The Feast” 
(Curbside Pick-up) 

 
Wednesday, November 24th – 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
At Kernstown UMC &  

Livestreamed at 7:00 pm 
Psalm 138, Luke 11:11-19 

Sermon: “A Grateful Heart” 
Communion, Special Music 

 

Sunday, November 28th 
First Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14-16, Luke 21:25-36 
Sermon: “We’re Homesick” 

Four Cents A Meal 
GIFT Event – 9:45 am 

 

WITH GRATITUDE FOR YOUR GIFTS… 
WE ENCOURAGE YOUR CONTINUED  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT!  

125th ANNUAL KERNSTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP 
In-Person Worship, Masks 

Recommended 
Livestreamed Worship  

 
Wednesday, November 24, 7:00 pm 

Kernstown United Methodist Church &  
Opequon Presbyterian Church worship 

together at Kernstown 
Special Music, Communion 
Pastor David Witt Preaching 
Evening Offering for WATTS 
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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR: “Grateful” 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
Over the past twenty-three years of LOGOS at 
Opequon, I have served as a “dinner dean” 
and worship leader.  I have taught Bible and 
led recreation.  And while I am still doing some 
of those things, I am doing something new at 
LOGOS this year.  We had a “hole” in staffing 
our opening time with the youth, pre-LOGOS at 
4:00 pm, so for the first time, I am hanging 
out with the youth and Rebekah.  And I am 
absolutely loving it!  In addition to our 
elementary children, there are sixteen youth 
(grades 6-12) enrolled in LOGOS this year. We 
talk, snack, interact, catch-up.  We play 
spoons, hang man, cards, and even do an 
occasional crossword puzzle.  Mainly, we are 
simply present for one another as we show up, 
building and nurturing relationships as God has 
called us to do.  That’s what LOGOS is truly 
about.  With 35 young people and 45 adults of 
various ages here on Wednesdays, we enjoy 
seeing each other, being together, and 
catching and embracing faith through Christ’s 
love.   
 

But LOGOS is not the only opportunity for such 
relationships at Opequon. We show up and are 
present for each other and our Lord through 
many ministries that span across the ages and 
engage multiple generations all at once.  Our 
weekly LIFT faith formation class and monthly 
GIFT Event, intentionally intergenerational, are 
perfect examples on Sunday mornings as 
people gather in the Fellowship Hall. We also 
see and experience being present for one 
another through Men of Opequon (MOO), God-
Loving Opequon Women (GLOW), Happy Days, 
choir, 1st Tuesday “team night,” Presbyterian 
Youth Connection, young adult activities, Tai 
Chi, mission and service endeavors, and small 
groups, along with WOW services and Sunday 
morning worship.  With thoughtful advance 
planning, our staff and congregational leaders 
step up and show up to execute incredible 
programs that help us build our relationship 
with God and relationships with one another.  
Since the pandemic started, many of these 

have been offered through ZOOM or in new 
settings, as we have pivoted to broaden our 
offerings in a safe way.   
 

In this season of thanksgiving and 
stewardship, I am grateful for relationships.  I 
am grateful for generosity.  I am grateful for 
the sharing of time, talent, and treasures. I am 
grateful for leaders.  I am grateful for energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love.  I am 
grateful for our history and our vision. I am 
grateful for God’s claim on my life and yours, 
Christ’s call to me, to you, and to our church.  I 
am grateful for revival. I am grateful.  I hope 
you are, too, as you step up and show up for 
our Lord and one another and seize the good 
and gracious opportunities God has created for 
us at Opequon Church.  Your presence and 
participation are not only wanted.  Your 
presence and participation are needed to keep 
our church whole and healthy and to keep your 
faith and service growing as you follow Jesus.   
 

Together in Christ’s Service, 
Pastor David  
 

 
GENEROSITY/ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 

 
Sunday, November 7th  

8:30 & 11:00 am 
 

Renew & Re-dedicate Your Commitment  
to Christ and his Church at Opequon! 

 
Celebrate the “Great Cloud of Witnesses” 

in the Communion of the Saints 
 

Special Remembrance of Those Who 
Have Died in the Past Year 

Honoring All Who Have Gone Before Us 
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JUST THINKIN’ 
“The sky is falling!! The sky is falling and part 
of it could fall on your head!” 
 

The holidays will be ruined!  Christmas is 
sitting on a cargo ship in some bay waiting to 
be unloaded!  The angels cannot sing because 
they are all wearing masks to prevent COVID!  
The sky is falling, indeed.  
 

In a world where we can no longer tell the 
origin of phone calls because of scammers.  In 
a place where we cannot click on pop-ups 
unless we want to share our personal 
information with crooks.  At a time when we 
cannot trust the News, internet medical 
articles, emergency alerts, or much of 
anything, we are now told that Christmas and 
Thanksgiving are at risk.   
 

The times, they are a-changing, it seems.  
 

I don’t know about you, but I do not even 
know what hot toy of the season is stuck on 
those cargo ships.  I don’t know what must-
have gift is still at sea. I do know that 
purchasing a slightly larger turkey will result in 
more left-overs rather than a cancelled 
Thanksgiving.  I am fine with leaving the 
smaller birds to those who so desperately need 
them.  Bill and I have dealt with Thanksgiving 
beef roasts, dinner at a hospital cafeteria, 
turkey cooked on the grill because the stove 
died, burned to a crisp just because.  I find it 
hard to imagine that we will be any less 
thankful with a larger turkey to carve. We will 
just need more stuffing.   

 

Who decided that 
Thanksgiving and 
gluttony were 
inseparable, anyway? 
I remember my 
lessons from 
elementary school. 
We talked about all of 
the food the Pilgrims 

and Indians ate, but we also tried to imagine 
being very, very hungry and discovering that 

we could be fed. Since adulthood has hit, I 
have read that there were actually not a lot of 
turkeys at the feast although there were many 
other cooked birds. The birds may well have 
been stuffed but the stuffing probably 
consisted of grains, onions, and perhaps some 
pumpkin.  The meal probably also consisted of 
venison, lobster, and eels. Squanto is thought 
to have taught the Pilgrims to add to their diets 
from the sea.  Pumpkin would have been 
served as a squash-like vegetable…which it 
actually is…not in a pie.  Mashed potatoes 
would have to wait until potato plants 
infiltrated America from the Caribbean. 
 

Even given the long list of things that were 
likely to have been served, I find it hard to 
imagine that the Pilgrims overindulged in the 
same ways some of us do today.  They were 
Pilgrims, after all….dour…well….somewhat. 
They did require strict following of their own 
religious rules by their own members. They 
were more tolerant towards others who had 
their own religions.  No one has ever described 
them as gluttons.  
 

So, Thanksgiving has been a mixed bag from 
the beginning. How can we think it will be 
ruined this year by a scarcity of small turkeys 
or poorly stocked stores on Black Friday?  If 
Jesus is the reason for the season, how can 
things be ruined by bigger birds and fewer 
choices?  What am I missing?  
 

You and I both know we are missing nothing.  
Thanksgiving will go on as usual. If we are 
careful, we might even take time to give 
thanks.  We might just think about the 
oncoming Christmas season and give even 
more thanks.  It is the people who make the 
holidays.   
 

I will never forget watching the faces of the 
congregation last year at the Drive-In 
Christmas Eve service.  We were all so thrilled 
to be worshipping together…even on the 
wrong date and in cars!  Our candles had 
batteries, but we did not care at all.  We sang, 
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laughed, prayed, and gazed raptly at the living 
Nativity as we left.  
 

It seems to me that if COVID has taught us 
nothing else, it has moved us away from 
centering on the opulence of the holidays. We 
have tried to celebrate alone. We have tried to 
celebrate online. Facetime is better than 
nothing, but it has not taken the place of being 
together.  Will we wear masks?  Maybe. Will 
we observe distances?  Possibly. Will we feel 
let down by the size of the turkey or the lack of 
full shelves at the store?  Only if we do not 
plan ahead a bit….we used to do 
that…remember? Will we celebrate the 
holidays?  Absolutely! Will we be thankful?  It’s 
up to you. I know I will be thanking God for 
finding Bill and me a church family who has let 
us in so completely and appreciates the Kool 
things we all can do together.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

FALL USHERS 
1st Sundays, 8:30 AM – Graham Taylor, Steve 

Bock 
  11:00 AM – Mike & Fran Jeffries, 

Vicki Crites 
2nd Sundays, 8:30 AM – Mike & Wendy 

Wygant, Pat Williams, Alex Plumb 
  11:00 AM – Bill Robinson, Kyle 

Homan, Jason Hathaway, Vern 
Gamble 

 
3rd Sundays, 8:30 AM – Terry Hartman, Heide 

Mohler 
  11:00 AM – Andy Homan, Joel 

Witt, Joe Seaton 
4th Sundays, 8:30 AM – Betty Chicklo, June 

Malone, Linda Butler 
  11:00 AM – Annemarie Matthews, 

Carolyn & Gary Rutherford 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

October 19, 2021 Stated Meeting 

• Session met with Ann Denison and Ann 

Smith, co-Chairs of the Associate Pastor 

Nominating Committee, to discuss the work 

of the APNC and the status of the search 

for an Associate Pastor. 

• Fellowship reminded Session that the Trunk 

or Treat event is this weekend. 

• Mike Wygant, Chair of Building & Grounds, 

reported that the Kernstown Battlefield 

Association is working on clearing the view 

shed, and the results are already obvious. 

• B&G is receiving bids and proposals for 

dealing with the leaks in the Bageant Room 

roof. 

• The exterior painting is complete. 

• Stewardship & Finance reported that 

Opequon’s financial condition remains 

strong.  September was another good 

month financially. 

• Technology & Communications is working 

on a Request for Proposal to address the 

sound-mixing issues with Livestream. 

• The Personnel Team believes it has a viable 

candidate for the Office Administrator 

position. 

• Session working with Worship Ministry set 

Christmas Services for  

o Christmas Cantata service Sunday 

December 19 

o A drive-in service at 5 pm Thursday 

December 23 

o Christmas Eve services at 3 pm 

(Family) and 7 pm (Traditional) 

o Single service on Sunday December 

26 

• Christian Education reported that the 

curbside pickup Christmas Breakfast will be 

December 19.  CE also reported that 
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attendance has fallen off at Faith Formation 

classes. 

• Mission Ministry reported that the 

Thanksgiving boxes are available to be 

filled. 

• Session approved vacation and study leaves 

for the Pastor. 

• In its monthly discussion of how OPC is 

responding to the pandemic, Session noted 

that most congregational response to 

Session decisions has been positive.  

However, there are some who fear we are 

being too strict. 

• The search for a Clerk of Session continues. 

SENIOR OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Join us in spreading kindness 
to our neighbors who live in 
low-income housing on 
November 14 at 12:15pm. Let 
Rebekah Witt know if you'd 
like to participate. Donations 

welcome: Canned soup, paper towels, toilet 
paper, canned carrots, canned potatoes, 
pudding cups, fruit cups, and 2-in-1 shampoo 
& conditioner. 
 

 

COLLECTING FOR CCAP IN 

NOVEMBER: Thanksgiving Boxes 
 

THE THANKSGIVING BOXES ARE HERE! 
A bounty of empty banana boxes have 
reappeared in the hallways and on the porch of 
Opequon Church. It’s time for our annual 
Thanksgiving food drive for CCAP and Orchard 
View Elementary School. Banana boxes are 
available, many inside the building, some 
readily accessible on the front porch/sanctuary 
entrance. Each box will contain a list of items 
needed. ALL BOXES ARE DUE BACK AT 
CHURCH BY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14. Each 
box has a list of items to purchase, Drop-Off 
times are November 1 (10:00 AM – NOON), 
November 5 (1:00 – 3:00 PM), November 8 

(10:00 AM – NOON), and the final due date is 
November 14. Full boxes may also be left on 
the front porch after hours. Our goal is to 
surpass 115 boxes this year as we share and 
care for those in need within our community. 

 
THE FAIR TRADE EQUAL EXCHANGE Kiosk 
is full and waiting for you to 
purchase your coffee, tea, or 
candy bars.  PLEASE! DO NOT 
LEAVE CASH IN THE KIOSK.  
Put your payment in an envelope 
and place it in the offering plate 
(if you purchase on a Sunday) or 
give it to Susan in the Office. If 
using a check, write Coffee 
Exchange on the Memo line.  You 
may also pay online. As always, thank you for 
your support of this Mission project. 

 
 

HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 

So did you get your flu 
vaccine yet?   
According to the CDC there 
are many reasons to get an 
influenza (flu) vaccine each 
year. Flu vaccination is the 
best way to protect yourself 
and your loved ones against 

flu and its potentially serious complications. 
Below is a summary of the benefits of flu 
vaccination and studies that support these 
benefits. 
• Flu vaccination can keep you from 
getting sick with flu. 

o Flu vaccination prevents millions of 
illnesses and flu-related doctor’s visits each 
year. For example, during  2019-2020 flu 
vaccination prevented an estimated 7.5 
million influenza illnesses, 3.7 million 
influenza-associated medical visits, 
105,000 influenza-associated 
hospitalizations, and 6,300 influenza-
associated deaths. 
o During seasons when flu vaccine viruses 
are similar to circulating flu viruses, flu 
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vaccine has been shown to reduce the risk 
of having to go to the doctor with flu by 40 
percent to 60 percent. 

• Flu vaccination has been shown in 
several studies to reduce severity of illness in 
people who get vaccinated but still get sick. 

o A 2021 study showed that among 
adults, flu vaccination was associated with 
a 26% lower risk of ICU admission and a 
31% lower risk of death from flu compared 
to those who were unvaccinated. 
o A 2018 study showed that among adults 
hospitalized with flu, vaccinated patients 
were 59 percent less likely to be admitted 
to the ICU than those who had not been 
vaccinated. Among adults in the ICU with 
flu, vaccinated patients on average spent 4 
fewer days in the hospital than those who 
were not vaccinated. 

• Flu vaccination can reduce the risk of 
flu-associated hospitalization. 

o Flu vaccination prevents tens of 
thousands of hospitalizations each year. 
For example, during 2019-2020 flu 
vaccination prevented an estimated 
105,000 flu-related hospitalizations. 
o A 2014 study showed that flu 
vaccination reduced children’s risk of flu-
related pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) 
admission by 74 percent during flu seasons 
from 2010-2012. A 2017 study found that 
during 2009-2016, flu vaccines reduced 
the risk of flu-associated hospitalization 
among older adults by about 40 percent 
on average. 
o A 2018 study showed that from 2012 to 
2015, flu vaccination among adults 
reduced the risk of being admitted to an 
intensive care unit (ICU) with flu by 82 
percent. 

• Flu vaccination is an important 
preventive tool for people with certain chronic 
health conditions. 

o Flu vaccination has been associated with 
lower rates of some cardiac events among 
people with heart disease, especially 

among those who have had a cardiac 
event in the past year. 
o Flu vaccination can reduce the risk of a 
flu-related worsening of chronic lung 
disease (for example, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD) requiring 
hospitalization. 
o Among people with diabetes and chronic 
lung disease, flu vaccination also has been 
shown in separate studies to be associated 
with reduced hospitalizations from a 
worsening of their chronic condition. 

• Flu vaccination helps protect pregnant 
people during and after pregnancy. 

o Vaccination reduces the risk of flu-
associated acute respiratory infection in 
pregnant people by about one-half. 
o A 2018 study showed that getting a flu 
shot reduced a pregnant person’s risk of 
being hospitalized with flu by an average 
of 40 percent from 2010-2016. 
o A number of studies have shown that in 
addition to helping to protect pregnant 
people from flu, a flu vaccine given during 
pregnancy helps protect the baby from flu 
for several months after birth, when he or 
she is too young to be vaccinated. 

• Flu vaccine can be lifesaving in children. 
o A 2017 study was the first of its kind to 
show that flu vaccination can significantly 
reduce a child’s risk of dying from flu. 

• Getting vaccinated yourself may also 
protect people around you, including those 
who are more vulnerable to serious flu illness, 
like babies and young children, older people, 
and people with certain chronic health 
conditions. 
 Despite the many benefits offered by flu 
vaccination, only about half of Americans get 
an annual flu vaccine and flu continues to 
cause millions of illnesses, hundreds of 
thousands of hospitalizations and tens of 
thousands of deaths. Many more people could 
be protected from flu if more people got 
vaccinated. 
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THE LATEST IN LOGOS 

LOGOS is going strong!  Opequon Church is 
filled with life and activity each Wednesday 
evening! The 35 LOGOS young people are 
involved with bible lessons, games, learning 
about worship, and enjoying wholesome meals 
and table time fun.  This month we will enjoy 
the themes “Ugly Tie Night”, “Puzzle Night” 
and “Turkey Bowl Night”. We had 3 winners on 
our Pie Face Night last month: CeCe Shaffer, 
Emily Russell, and Joshua Batcha. What great 
sports they are! 
 

On November 3, LOGOS time will also include 
‘Worship on Wednesday’ (WOW) in the 
sanctuary at 6:45pm.  All our LOGOS young 
people will be sharing in worship that evening.  
Everyone is invited to worship with us that 
evening. 
 

LOGOS is open to all K-12 young people and is 
held each Wednesday 4:30-7:15pm.  
Registration is always open.  Come visit on a 
Wednesday to try it out.  Bet you will like it! 
 

OBJECT LESSON FOR KIDS THIS MONTH 
As a congregation we are celebrating the 
culmination of our GENEROSITY SEASON.  
Generosity is important across all ages.  We 
are all recipients of someone else’s generosity, 
and we all have opportunities to be generous 
people.  This month’s children’s object lesson is 
about GENEROSITY, guiding our children to 
think about this significant characteristic.  Their 
own “GENEROSITY PROMISE CARD” is 
included with the lesson.  Elementary children 
will receive this lesson in the mail. Look for it 
to arrive in your mailbox very soon.   
 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER FOR YOU 
You deserve some renewal after a long week!  
We have just the relaxing and wholesome time 
that will do you some good.  It is called “LIFT”- 
Learning in Faith Together!  This is an 
intergenerational class experience on Sunday 

mornings at 9:45am in the Fellowship Hall. 
Stories of the bible come alive in creative, 
relevant, and practical ways as we experience 
hands-on interactive experiences. The 
conversations are heartwarming and inspiring.  
Some of the topics that we have the privilege 
of learning about are Brave Women and Men in 
the Bible, God’s Messages, and the Birth of 
Jesus.  There will be time for wondering, 
connecting, and relating the stories to our own 
lives of faith all in a fun atmosphere for every 
age.  There is a PLACE FOR YOU!  Nurture 
your faith, give yourself a LIFT.  Come join in 
this exciting time. 
 

GIFT EVENT- SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28; 
9:45AM- FELLOWSHIP HALL 

GIFT means “Generations in Faith Together” as 
all classes combine one Sunday a month for a 
themed intergenerational experience.  The 
theme this month is “Happy New Year” as we 
begin the new Church Year with the season of 
Advent. We will be exploring the seasons of 
the church year and making comparisons to 
the seasons of our calendar year.  It is quite 
interesting to compare them!  There will be 
reasons for celebrations in every season we 
learn about.  We don’t want you to miss out!  
Start the CHURCH YEAR by stepping into GIFT! 
 

 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

OPPORTUNITIES… 
❖ Living Our Faith Class, 9:45 am 

Sundays, Assembly Room & ZOOM 
Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful 
Living 

❖ Spiritual Growth Class, 9:45 am 
Sundays, Bageant Room 
Great Themes of the 
Bible: Knowing God 

❖ Micah 6:8 Class, 
7:00 pm 
Thursdays, 
Bageant Room & 
ZOOM 

Ageism 
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THANKSGIVING FEAST TO-GO MEAL 
RESERVATIONS 

The annual Thanksgiving Feast will be served 
as a curbside pickup again this year. You can 
reserve to-go meals including turkey, mashed 
potatoes, green beans or carrots, stuffing, 
cranberry sauce, gravy, a roll, and Texas sheet 
cake. Opequon Youth & Parents will prepare 
and have the orders ready on Sunday, 
November 21, 11:30am-1:30pm. Our Opequon 
Youth typically host this event & appreciate 
your help in donating needed items for 
preparation of the meal. Please visit the 
following link to reserve a meal, 
https://forms.gle/srKWksDCFswbsSgf7, or 
contact Rebekah Witt at 
wittrebekah2@gmail.com or 540-686-0752. All 
monetary donations will go completely towards 
the Youth Christmas service project. Meal 
orders are due by Sunday, November 14, at 
12:00pm. Thanks! 
 

THANKSGIVING FEAST FOOD 
DONATIONS NEEDED 

The Opequon Youth are grateful for the food 
donations you provide every year for our 
Thanksgiving Meal. Even though we are doing 
a pickup to-go style meal, we still need your 
support. If you're willing to sponsor a turkey or 
provide food items, please 
visit...https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0
548AEAD2DA7F49-thanksgiving or let Rebekah 
Witt know at wittrebekah2@gmail.com or 540-
686-0752. Thank you for your donations as we 
prepare for a wonderful to-go meal and the 
Youth Christmas Service Project. 
 

 

YOUTH GROUP GRADES 6-12 
November 7-Bonfire & Movie Night, 4:30pm-
7:00pm 
November 14-Senior Outreach Ministry, 
12:15pm 
November 21-Thanksgiving Feast To-Go Meal 
Cooking & Serving, 10:30am-2:30pm 
 

YOUNG ADULTS AGES 18-35 
FEAST Group-November 12 at 6:45pm 

 
OLDER ADULT 
HAPPENINGS 

We have so much to be thankful for and here 
at OPC, that is no exception.  We are thankful 
to be back together for Happy Days 
gatherings! The past two months we gathered 
at the Picnic Shelter for Happy Days. With the 
coolness of Fall upon us, we will be moving 
indoors this month for Happy Days.  Happy 
Days is a monthly older adult fellowship time, 
typically with some form of lunch and then a 
program.  This month, Happy Days will 
gather on Wednesday, November 10 at 
noon in the Fellowship Hall.  It is A BRING 
YOUR OWN LUNCH occasion.   We will enjoy 
lunch and a program with the theme of 
THANKFULNESS.  All older adults are invited to 
come and join in this fantastic fellowship time 
as we share together in the Fellowship Hall!  
The Older Adult Planning Team will meet 
again on Monday, November 1 at 9:30am 
in the Bageant Room to talk about future 
plans for Happy Days gatherings.  This meeting 
is open to any older adult who would like to 
come. Coffee and a morning take-home treat 
will be provided.   

  

https://forms.gle/srKWksDCFswbsSgf7
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0548AEAD2DA7F49-thanksgiving
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0548AEAD2DA7F49-thanksgiving
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MEN OF OPEQUON 

GATHER INSIDE THIS 
MONTH 

SCHEMPPS TO SPEAK 
While we have enjoyed meeting 

outside, it appears that the colder weather will 
drive us out of the picnic shelter and indoors 
this month.  We will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall on Monday, November 8 at 6:00 pm, 
following all expectations for small groups 
meeting inside the church, including social 
distancing and recommended mask wearing 
when not eating.  You are invited to bring your 
own dinner, as we spread out at tables.  
Following dinner, Carol & Rich Schempp will be 
presenting information about their 22 + year 
ministry in Tulcea County, Romania. NOROC 
(New Opportunities for Romanian Orphaned 
Children) works with orphaned and abandoned 
children in an eastern Romanian county to 
provide social, emotional and spiritual nurture 
to some of the most neglected children in 
Eastern Europe. Carol serves as a part-time 
PCUSA mission co-worker with this ministry. 
We are very excited to hear about this 
tremendous outreach from Carol and Rich. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GLOW: GOD-LOVING OPEQUON WOMEN 
Opequon’s women’s group known as GLOW 
gathers each month for devotions, special 
projects, lots of laughter and friendship.  Last 
month we had a delicious and fun CHILI Night. 
This month, the women will meet on Tuesday, 
November 9 at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
for BUCKETS of FUN and a project for the 
Martinsburg VA Domiciliary.  Women are 

invited to bring an item(s) that will go in our 
‘treasure bin’ that will get sent to the residents 
at the domiciliary to help lift their spirits.  
Suggestions of items are lotion, no-show 
socks, craft kits, decks of cards or small 
handheld games, belts for men, and 
bras/underwear.   Many thanks! 
 

 
THE FLOWER CALENDAR 

Please consider donating flowers for our 
Sunday worship in memory or honor of 
someone or an event. You may sign up by 
contacting the church office or using the 
FLOWERS link at opequonchurch.org to the 
online sign up. Sunday, November 14 
remains open. 
 

VIDEO TEAM 
Do you like writing scripts, 
acting, or sharing creative 
ideas? Rebekah Witt is starting 
a Video Team that will film 
short promotional videos & 
commercials to share within 
the Opequon Family and on social media. 
Youth & Adults are welcome to join. Let her 
know if you're interested or have questions at 
wittrebekah2@gmail.com. 

 

 
ZOOMING WITH BECKY IN NOVEMBER 

We will be making a Christmas card during 
Zoom on Friday, November 19, at 1:00 p.m.  
The deadline for sign-up is Friday, November 
12.  Once signed up, you will then receive a kit 
of the materials needed prior to the step-by-
step instructions on November 19; 
arrangements for delivery of the kits will be 
made.  If interested, please contact Becky 
Proctor at 540-868-8149 or e-mail at 
beckyproc@comcast.net with questions or to 
sign up. 
 

MOO! 
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“SNACKIN’ & CHATTIN’” 

Wednesdays November 3, 17, 
AND 24 

12:00-12:45 pm 
Have a snack at home/in office 

Talk & Pray with Others via 
ZOOM 

 

LIFE GOES ON 
“Life Goes On” is our fellowship group for 
individuals who have lost a spouse or 
significant other. We will meet at Noon 
November 18 at Claudio’s, 2644 Valley Avenue. 
 
 

 
 
As of October 19th, just over 1,650 pounds 
were harvested and donated from the garden 
this growing season! We are grateful to have 
had a successful first season in the Roots & 
Shoots Garden, but it is not done quite yet. 
The SeedMoney campaign starts on November 
15th at noon. If we are one of the first 

campaigns to reach $600, we automatically 
receive a matching grant. We would greatly 
appreciate donations and shares of the page to 
help us reach that goal when the time comes! 
 

 
THANK YOU FROM THE HEART 
I am so thankful for all the ways you 
shared your appreciation for Pastor 
Tracie and me (and our spouses!) 
during Clergy Appreciation Month in 
October!  From the wonderful 
newsletter article to the photo in the 
Winchester Star, from the thoughtful 
and kind reflections in worship by Ann 
Smith and Jay Tibbs on behalf of the 
Personnel Team to the recognition at 
Happy Days, we were blessed and 
inspired.  All the cards received are 
most appreciated for the wonderful 
“gift of words.” Thank you, thank you, 
thank you! 
With a Grateful Heart,    
In Christian love, 
Pastor David  
 

Thanks to a very special group  - 
The last week of every month, a very 
special group of Opequon friends 
gathers at the church to fold, press and 
sticker 270 monthly newsletters. They 
are faithful and do a great job. We all 
benefit from their generosity of time 
and energy. Many thanks to Heide, 
Mo, Pat, Pat, Mary Margaret, 
Elsworth, Sheryl, Linda! 
Susan Ritter 

Roots & Shoots  
Garden News 
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REMEMBER TO VOTE 
Tuesday, November 2nd   

It’s our privilege and responsibility! 
 

WE EXPRESS OUR CHRISTIAN  
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO . . . 

Jamie, Shannon, and Alex Brannon as Jamie’s 
dad, Lowell Brannon, died on October 11.  Also 
remember Jamie’s mom, Patricia Brannon, as 
the Brannon’s were married for more than 60 
years. Cards may be sent to … 
 

Jamie, Shannon, and Alex Brannon 
2110 Brucetown Road 
Clear Brook, VA  22624 
 

“I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. 

“Those who believe in me shall live, even though 
they die; and those who live and believe in me 

shall never die.”   John 11:24-25 
 

 
Gary and Phyllis Robbins 
8839 Running Creek Ct. 
Indianapolis, IN  46268-4240 
 

Please watch for David and Carol’s 
emails in your SPAM of JUNK EMAIL 
folders! Unfortunately, the emails 

pastor@opequonchurch.org and 
dce@opequonchurch.org are 
mysteriously going to these folder. If 
found there, please mark them as “NOT 
SPAM” or “NOT JUNK” and move them 
to your inbox. Thanks for your help. We 
are working on a better fix to this 
problem! 
 

 
 

  

mailto:pastor@opequonchurch.org
mailto:dce@opequonchurch.org
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 2021!   
We are continuing the tradition of our Advent 
Devotional being a collection of writings that 
are authored by our OWN OPC people!  This 
year the devotional will feature daily ADVENT 
QUESTIONS!  The Christian Education team 
has compiled a list of varied, interesting, 
thought-provoking questions that are available 
to you.  Maybe you feel lead to share your own 
thoughts this Advent.  There may be a 
question from the list that speaks to you!  You 
are invited to choose a question from the list 
and be one of the authors within our Advent 
Devotional. PLEASE let Carole Witt know 
(662-1843 or dce@opequonchurch.org) if 
you want to select a question.  We want to 
have one writer for each question.  All 
devotional writings are due to Carole 
Witt by November 17.   
The Advent Questions are listed below: 

1. How does the Advent wreath have 
meaning for you? 

2. What type of traditions do you prepare 
for during the Advent season? 

3. How are the 4 candles of advent 
significant? What does the light 
represent and how does it make you 
feel? 

4. Why was it important for Mary to 
believe the angel? 

5. Advent is a time of waiting.  Is it easy or 
hard to wait for Christmas?  Why? 

6. What is your favorite Christmas or 
Advent hymn?  How is it special to you? 

7. What does it mean to you that Jesus 
was born in a stable? 

8. What was your most memorable 
Christmas in your childhood? Why was it 
so? 

9. Where do you see yourself in the 
Christmas story?  Who do you identify 
with? 

10. If you were one of the wise men visiting 
Jesus, what gift would you bring? 

11. Recall a time when something hit close 
to home.  How did your faith impact 
that experience? 

12. What types of emotions do you 
experience during the Advent and 
Christmas season?   

13. Remember the first time you realized 
Christmas was about more than giving 
and receiving gifts- what was that like 
for you? 

14. Where have you seen hope in the past 
year? 

15. What is your favorite ‘joyful noise’ 
during Advent? 

16. What do you ponder in your heart as we 
go through Advent? 

17. What’s love got to do with this season? 
18. Was it really a SILENT NIGHT? 
19. What Christmas recipe reminds you 

most of home?  Tell us about it- help us 
taste and smell it! 

20. Do you like to gaze at the stars in the 
night sky?  I wonder what that 
‘brightest’ star looked like in the sky?  
What would it be like to see it? 

21. What are truly some of the most 
significant moments of the Advent 
season for you?  What grounds you and 
‘hits close to home’? 

22. I wonder what it would have felt like to 
hold baby Jesus in your arms? 

23. What do you think Mary and Joseph 
talked about as they anticipated and 
awaited Jesus’ birth?  

24. In a world that pulls us away from 
home, how do you keep your eyes on 
the manger? 

25. How do I find JOY at home and at 
church? 

26. In the midst of the Christmas hype, how 
do you keep centered on Christ’s birth? 

27. Have you ever had a Christmas away 
from home? What did you miss the 
most? 

28. What Christmas tradition does your 
family celebrate that most honors God? 

29. Have you ever been turned away from 
lodging during a trip with your family?  
What did you do?  Imagine being in 
Joseph and Mary’s shoes!  

mailto:dce@opequonchurch.org
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Opequon Presbyterian Church 

Financial Summary for the period ended 

September 30, 2021 

9 Annual Budget 
(2021) 

Current 
Month Actual  

Year to Date 
Actual 

Annual 
Budget 

Remaining 
% of Annual 
Budget Used   

        

        

Income        

      410000 Offering Income 637,500  70,476  512,998  124,502  80.47%   

      420000 Other Income 750  49  469  281  62.51%   

   Total 400000 Income 638,250  70,525  513,467  124,783  80.45%   

Expenses        

   500000 Personnel Costs        

      510000 Installed Pastors 175,603  12,396  97,882  77,721  55.74%   

      520000 Other Ministerial Staff 119,772  9,710  86,374  33,398  72.11%   

      530000 Administrative Staff 99,757  8,260  68,812  30,945  68.98%   

   Total 500000 Personnel Costs 395,132  30,366  253,068  142,064  64.05%   

   600000 Other Ministries        

      610000 Christian Education 13,100  680  5,955  7,145  45.46%   

      620000 Congregational Care 1,400  112  (570) 1,970  -40.68%   

      630000 Evangelism 2,500  35  1,401  1,099  56.05%   

      640000 Fellowship 3,450  144  709  2,741  20.55%   

      650000 Mission 60,750  6,787  43,529  17,221  71.65%   

      660000 Worship 6,500  266  4,423  2,077  68.04%   

   Total 600000 Other Ministries 87,700  8,024  55,447  32,253  63.22%   
   Total 700000 Church 
Administration 106,775  10,909  93,856  12,919  87.90%   

Total Expenses 589,607  49,299  402,371  187,236  68.24%   

Net Operating Income (Expense) 48,643  21,226  111,096  (62,453) 228.39%   

   920000 Other Income 16,000  1,316  12,957  3,043  80.98%   

   930000 Other Expenses 117,747  9,722  98,392  19,355  83.56%   

Net Other Income (Expense) (101,747) (8,406) (85,436) (16,311) 83.97%   
Income Greater Than (Less Than) 
Expenses ($53,104) $12,820  $25,660  ($78,764) -48.32%   

        
              

  9/30/21      

Cash  $174,222       

Sanctuary Mortgage Principal 
Balance  $707,061       
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Opequon Presbyterian Church 
217 Opequon Church Lane 
Winchester, VA 22602-2421 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
           
“The Opequon Spirit” is the monthly newsletter of: 

Opequon Presbyterian Church 
217 Opequon Church Lane 

Winchester, VA 22602-2421 

Phone: 540-662-1843 
www.opequonchurch.org 

Newsletter deadline is the Wednesday after the Stated Session Meeting. 
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am 

Faith Formation at 9:45 am 
Office Hours are 9:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday thru Friday 

 

David Witt  ---------------------------------------------------------- Pastor 
Tracie Martin  ------------------------------------------- Parish Associate 

Carole Witt ---------------------------- Director of Christian Education 
Rebekah Witt ---------------------- Director of Youth & Young Adults 

William Heavner  ------------------------------------------------ Organist 

Susan Homan  ----------------------------------------- Director of Music 
Susan Ritter  --------------------------------------- Office Administrator 

Ken Smiy ---------------------------------------- Financial Administrator 
Robert Sydnor ----------------------------------------------------- Sexton 

Laurie Carver --------------------------------------- Nursery Supervisor 

Patty Klinefelter, Bill Martin, Lori Henley,  
Mike Nutry, Pat Williams --------------------Faith Community Nurses 

 
Artwork courtesy of NewsletterNewsletter.com subscription & pixabay.com 
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DECKING THE HALLS IN DECEMBER – 
CIRCLE THE DATES!! 

✓ Youth “Midnight Gladness” – Friday, 

December 3rd 

✓ Advent Communion – Sunday, December 

5th – 8:30 & 11:00 am 

✓ Christmas Cookie Fellowship Event – 

Sunday, December 12th  

✓ MOO Christmas Progressive Dinner – 

Monday, December 13th  

✓ GLOW Christmas Progressive Dinner – 

Tuesday, December 14th   

✓ Sanctuary Choir Christmas Cantata – 

Sunday, December 19th  

✓ “Blue Christmas” Service of Healing & 

Wholeness – Sunday, December 19th 

✓ Christmas Eve Eve Drive-in Worship – 

Thursday, December 23rd – 5:00 pm 

✓ Christmas Eve Friday, December 24th – 

Family, 3:00 pm; Traditional, 7:00 pm  

✓ Annual Service of Lessons & Carols – 

Sunday, December 26th – 10:00 am 

✓ Opequon’s WATTS Week at First United 

Methodist Church – Sunday, December 

26th – Sunday, January 2nd  
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November 24, 2021 @ 7:00 PM 

Kernstown United Methodist Church 

http://www.opequonchurch.org/

