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The Opequon Spirit 

 

 “Prayerfully Equipping Disciples of All Generations to be Christ’s Hands, Heart and Feet in the World” 

 

AUGUST 2021 
 

 

WORSHIP IN AUGUST 
8:30 am In-Person 

11:00 am In-Person & Livestream 
6:00 pm – August 22 – In the Shelter 

 
Sunday, August 1st  

Psalm 78:23-29, John 6:24-35 
Sermon: “Blessed in the Breaking ” 

CCAP Offering  
Communion In-Person & At Home 

 
Sunday, August 8th  

Psalm 34:1-8, John 6:35, 41-51 
Sermon: “Don’t Miss the Miracle!” 

 
Sunday, August 15th 

Reverend Tracie Martin 
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14, Psalm 111 

Sermon: “Wise Up!” 
 

Sunday, August 22nd 
Psalm 34:15-22, John 6:56-69 

Sermon: “You Have the Words!”  
Four Cents a Meal 

“Blessing of the Backpacks” 
 

Outdoor Worship at 6:00 pm  
Snacks & Drinks 

 
Sunday, August 29th  

Psalm 15, James 1:17-27 
Sermon: “Hearers and Doers” 

Habitat for Humanity Paint Can Offering 
Rally Day – 9:45 am – Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 

WITH GRATITUDE FOR YOUR GIFTS… 
WE ENCOURAGE YOUR CONTINUED  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT! 

 

 
 

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR:  
“How About a Jump Start?” 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
I imagine almost all of us have been there: 
we’ve gotten into our vehicle and discovered it 
won’t start.  Click, click, click or even worse – 
no sound at all! Ugh! How frustrating!  What a 
bad turn in my day.  Now I’m going to be late.  
Now I’ve got to reschedule. Now I’m stranded.  
Do I still have that set of jumper cables in my 

 
Sunday, August 22nd   

8:30 and 11:00 am Worship 
 

All ages are invited to bring 
backpacks, tote bags, and carry-ons 

to receive a special blessing as a 
new school year begins.  

  
We encourage students, teachers, 
and administrators of all ages to be 
present as we include you all in a 

circle of blessing. 
 



Page | 2 
 

trunk? Is there anyone around who can help 
me? How did this happen, just like that? My 
grandfather, a lifelong mechanic and then a 
garage owner himself later in life, always said 
that a battery will go out on the coldest or the 
hottest days of the year.  Apparently, the 
battery has been wearing down, there has 
been a problem, and it just can’t take it 
anymore!   
 

Interestingly enough, as I was thinking about 
writing these notes to you, I had a problem 
with my car’s battery. All of a sudden, out of 
nowhere, my car wouldn’t start.  Thankfully, I 
was home and not out and about somewhere.  
Thankfully, I was able to get it to the garage 
without much trouble.  While it was a big 
wrinkle, an irritant in my day, I was not 
stranded, I was able to take care of it.   
 

Well, you and I know what happens first when 
our battery dies: we try to jump start our 
vehicle.  We try to use a particular tool (jumper 
cables!) and get some “juice” from another 
person’s battery.  Many times, it works.  
Sometimes, however, we have to take the next 
step and get our car towed and into a garage 
because the battery is so far gone or it could 
be a more serious issue, like a starter or 
alternator. In this unfolding season of 
adjusting and re-adjusting, we all probably 
need some recharging now, don’t we?  We 
need some tools and quite possibly, some help 
from others, too.   
 

What tools do you and I have in our life of 
faith tool chest? Prayer for one, of course. You 
and I can talk with God, seek God’s presence 
and guidance, and fully rely on God.  The 
scriptures are always a powerful tool as well.  
What we remind our confirmation class each 
year is that Jesus himself called upon God’s 
word in times of trial and temptation.  The 
Bible is always available to us – find a 
translation that speaks to you, dig out a good 
Bible-based devotional (I can recommend 
one!), and celebrate that “thy word is a lamp 
to our feet and a light to our path.”  And often, 

to fully rely on God means spending significant, 
meaningful time with those special people God 
has placed in our lives – to mutually encourage 
and strengthen one another.  When I have 
been asked during the pandemic how I have 
kept going, how I have remained positive, I 
have affirmed that God has surrounded me 
with good people, both in my family, among 
my friends and colleagues, and within the 
church. I hope and pray that you will find such 
encouragement and strength as I have within 
this worshiping, nurturing, and serving 
fellowship of believers.  My heart is grateful 
because of these tools that keep me both 
charged and re-charged, giving me a powerful 
jump-start when needed. I hope you will call 
upon and utilize these tools this month and 
beyond as well. 
 
Together in Christ’s Service,  
 
 
 
JUST THINKIN’ 
In the flower shop, the month of August was a 
flurry of planning and preparation. The winter 
season’s wedding would already have been 
reserved; Christmas orders were almost 
finished for the wholesale houses. Christmas 
artificial arrangements were close to finished 
and Fall was ready to go out onto the display 
floor. The designers had already been trained 
and instructed.  Now it was time to make bows 
and ponder.  
 

We generally received tons of poinsettias a 
week in December.  Each plant needed a bow 
and foil. Those pre folded plastic plant covers 
were not available yet and we would not have 
used them if they had been available.  Each 
plant was prepped as an individual gift, or as 
close to it as we could. Each dish garden was 
designed, not planted. Back then, everything 
we sold needed a bow.  
 

We would sit in the design room and fill 
Styrofoam sheets with ribbon bows of many 
sizes and colors.  Once filled, each sheet was 
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hung upside down on the ceiling to avoid dust. 
August was a pretty month at Tracie’s Flowers.  
While we made bows, we talked and guessed 
and planned. We tried to guess what the 
upcoming season would include. There was 
always a surprise. What would it entail? Where 
would the funerals fall? Who would have 
parties to decorate? Which restaurants should 
decorate with which theme? To be honest, it 
was not a lot different from end-of-summer 
planning and dreaming here at Opequon.  
 

August is the month when we truly get started 
with preparations for the fall church season. 
Bulletins are lined up, gatherings are planned, 
curriculum is put in place. Churches, like flower 
shops, need to work at least one holiday 
ahead.  In the fall we need to go even farther 
than that.  
 

We plan for Faith Formation, classes for all 
ages. Everything needs to be in place before 
things start in September. It sounds simple, 
just get curriculum, and voila, but there are 
supplies to be purchased, teachers to be 
equipped, and information…lots of information 
to be sent out.  Starting in August might not be 
early enough. I’ll bet Carole already has 
teachers ready to go.  
 

Worship needs to be planned through 
Christmas. Will we drive through or meet in the 
sanctuary on Christmas Eve?  What will we do 
for Thanksgiving? How will we handle Advent? 
Who will decorate where with what?  
 

Music needs to be planned. Will there be a 
cantata? Choir begins to rehearse. When will 
we have special music? What anthems will we 
sing?  Who will do solos? Will there be themed 
preludes and postludes?  
 

Then there is the question of coming out of 
COVID. Will Happy Days start again? When? 
What Teams will meet on Leadership Night and 
which ones will meet separately? Who will be 
on the teams? How will we invite Newcomers 
onto the teams? Which Long-timers need to be 
re-invited and which ones are already working? 

Will we need to deal with masks again?   What 
else needs doing? When and where does Life 
Goes On meet?  
 

Our generosity appeal needs to be in full swing 
well before the end of August. This year we 
are doing something different. OPC has done 
Consecration Sunday before, but never while 
returning to in-sanctuary worship after a 
Pandemic. The team needs to be prepared and 
the congregation needs to be made aware of 
what is going on. People who have not yet felt 
comfortable returning to in-person worship 
need to get the information and the invitations. 
This time it will be a two-sided approach.  
 

Every Team has a schedule.  They all are 
planning and communicating and working 
together.  It is great fun to be part of all the 
scurrying and bustle.  I have watched with 
interest as the Pitcock Picnic Shelter has taken 
its place as a center of activity.  
 

Then there’s Session, Opequon’s Oracle of 
Delphi. How that group has managed to 
remain proactive and extremely functional is 
beyond me. Session has to predict the COVID 
future, plan for every possibility, and take the 
grief for anything anyone does not like. They 
reopened the sanctuary with compassion and 
care. They have supported staff and 
congregation alike. While they do not make 
bows during their discussions, they surely do 
prepare better than many Sessions I have 
experienced, and they even follow through!   
 

So, here’s to August, the month of getting 
ready. Our Holy Grounds group has been 
working all summer to give us the beautiful 
views we see. Roots and Shoots are harvesting 
like crazy. The weather feels like summer, but 
our thoughts are way ahead of cool breezes 
and even snow. Just keep your eye on your 
church. Good things are coming.  
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August Ushers 
Aug 1, 8:30 AM – Graham Taylor, Steve Bock 
Aug 1,11:00 AM – Joe Seaton, Clay Hughes, 

Vicki Crites 
 

Aug 8, 8:30 AM – Mike & Wendy Wygant, Pat 
Williams, Alex Plumb 

Aug 8,11:00 AM – Bill Robinson, Kyle Homan, 
Joel Witt 

 

Aug 15, 8:30 AM – Terry Hartman, Heide 
Mohler 

Aug 15,11:00 AM – Andy Homan, Mike & Fran 
Jeffries 

 

Aug 22, 8:30 AM – Betty Chicklo, June Malone 
Aug 22,11:00 AM – Your Name Here! 
 
Aug 29, 8:30 AM – Your Name Here! 
Aug 29,11:00 AM – Your Name Here! 

 
A SUMMER OF SONGS THAT SOAR 

from William Heavner, Organist 
Our summer of celebratory preludes on our 
magnificent new organ continues. Our theme 
for August is “Broadway Inspirational” 
featuring songs introduced on stage or in films. 
Likely choices include: “Oh What A Beautiful 
Morning”; “You'll Never Walk Alone”; 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow”; and “What A 
Wonderful World”. While more secular than 

religious, they each speak of God's creation or 
presence.  
 
If you are able to be present in person, come 
early enough to share your greetings with each 
other, and be settled in place by the worship 
hour. As we still ourselves, and still our minds, 
we, and those around us, can prepare our 
hearts for worship. 

CHURCH NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Opequon’s Nominating Committee – Mary 
Himelright and Carole Fox, co-chairs; Betty 
Chicklo, Paula McNichols, Kevin Reed, Joel Witt 
– will be meeting soon.  They will begin a 
season of prayer and discernment as they look 
to nominate four individuals to serve as ruling 
elders on session, three individuals to serve as 
deacons, and one individual to serve as 
trustee.  If you have any names to suggest to 
them for consideration, please contact any of 
these members, put a note in the drop box at 
the church, or write down names on one of the 
sheets in the Gathering Area. 
 

 
 

SENIOR OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Support Senior Outreach Ministry by visiting 
low-income apartments every second Sunday 
of the month at 12:15 PM or donating items: 
 low-sodium canned goods such as green 
beans, peas, corn, potatoes, tuna, chicken, & 
soup are needed. We will also take pudding 
cups, cracker packs, fruit cups (in juice), paper 
towels, toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner, 
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, & deodorant. 
Please label donations with, "Senior Outreach 
Ministry," when dropping them off at church. If 
you would like more details, please let 
Rebekah Witt know. Thanks!  

  
 

MINISTRY TEAM NIGHT  
 

Tuesday, August 3  
Hybrid Meeting – In Person & ZOOM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Devotions—6:30 pm 
Ministry Team Meetings—7:00 pm 
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COLLECTING FOR CCAP: IN AUGUST 

 

 

Canned or Dried Beans 
 

GET YOUR COFFEE, TEA OR CHOCOLATE! 
We have:  
      Coffees 
      Teas 
      Assorted Chocolate 
      Hot Chocolate mix 
Call, email, text: Marj Praml 
540-327-2667 or 
teachandwritemp@gmail.com 
These farmers depend on our 
sales! Don't forget them! 
Remember, you can purchase 
these items through online giving! 
An order is going in August 15. Call Marj 
today! 

 
HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS 

 

What Should You Do 
During a Heat Wave? 
 
Some hints provided by the 
Red Cross 
• Never leave infants, 
children, older adults, 

individuals with disabilities or pets in a vehicle 
unattended. Cars can quickly heat up to 
dangerous temperatures, even with a window 
cracked open. 
• Check-in on older adults and individuals 
with chronic health conditions at least twice 
daily. When visiting, ask yourself these 
questions:  
o Are they drinking enough water?  

o Do they have access to air conditioning?  
o Do they know how to keep cool?  
o Do they show any signs of heat stress?  
• Be on the lookout for signs of heat-
related illness. Act right away if you notice 
someone with symptoms.  
• If someone is showing signs of heat 
exhaustion or heat stroke seek emergency 
medical care immediately. 
Stay Hydrated  
• Drink plenty of fluids: Don't wait until 
you're thirsty to drink. Avoid sugary, 
caffeinated or alcoholic drinks. Avoid icy 
beverages because they can cause stomach 
cramps.  
• Replace salt and minerals: Heavy 
sweating removes salt and minerals from your 
body that need to be replaced. A sports drink 
or a snack can replace the salt and minerals 
you lose in sweat.  
• Keep pets hydrated: Provide plenty of 
fresh water for your pets and leave the water 
in a shady area.  
• Warning: If your doctor limits the 
amount of water you drink or has you on water 
pills, ask how much you should drink while the 
weather is hot. If you are on a low-salt diet, 
have diabetes, high blood pressure, or other 
chronic conditions, talk with your doctor before 
drinking a sports beverage.  
Stay Cool  
• Stay cool indoors: Stay in an air-
conditioned place as much as possible.   
• Wear appropriate clothing: Choose 
lightweight, light-colored, and loose-fitting 
clothing.  
• Don't use an electric fan when the 
indoor air temperature is over 95°F. Using a 
fan can be more harmful than helpful when 
indoor air temperatures are hotter than your 
body temperature. Fan use may cause your 
body to gain heat instead of losing it. Focus on 
staying hydrated, taking a cool shower or bath 
to cool your body, shutting out the sun and 
heat with curtains, and moving to an 
airconditioned place to cool off. 
• Use your stove and oven less.  
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• Schedule outdoor work and other 
activities carefully: Try to limit your outdoor 
activity to when it's coolest, such as morning 
and evening hours. Rest often in shady areas 
so that your body has a chance to recover.  
• Cut down on exercise during the heat.  
• When outdoors, protect yourself from 
the sun by wearing a wide-brimmed hat, 
sunglasses, and sunscreen that says "broad 
spectrum" or "UVA/UVB protection."  
Reference: https://www.redcross.org/get-
help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-
emergencies/heat-wave-safety.html 
 
 

 

VACCINES FOR HOMEBOUND 
INDIVIDUALS 

From Deputy Daniel Cameron,  
Frederick County Sheriff’s Office: 
If you get an email or phone call offering the 
COVID 19 Vaccine, it is most likely a scam. You 
may receive a home vaccination by contacting 
Deputy Post in Winchester or Deputy Cameron 
in Frederick County (540-227-7953 -voice or 
text). 

 

 
THE LATEST IN LOGOS 

It is so exciting to say that REGISTRATION for 
our new LOGOS year opens the first of this 
month and runs all month long!  This is our 
24th year of LOGOS and we are more excited 
than ever!  Our overall theme is “Won’t You Be 
My Neighbor”!  We encourage families to take 
advantage of our EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT by 
registering this month.  Registration is easy- 
stop by the LOGOS booth in the Gathering 
Area or go to our website 
(www.opequonchurch.org) and complete the 
form.  

LOGOS will be held on Wednesdays, 
beginning September 15, 4:30-7:15pm.  
It is open to all K-12 young people.  Our new 
LOGOS year will also include some of our 
favorite LOGOS times such as ‘Bring a Friend 
Night’, Teacher Night, PIE FACE Night and the 
Spoon Hanging Competition!   
 
OBJECT LESSON FOR KIDS THIS MONTH 
The Beach is a popular destination for 
vacations in the summer.  Thinking about the 
ocean waves and how they can toss things 
around in the water is a good image for this 
month’s children’s lesson based on Ephesians 
4:1-16 and being one body in Christ.  
Elementary children will receive this lesson in 
the mail with some good things to do and think 
about at home as you look at this scripture 
text.  During the summertime, we can still 
grow in our faith. 
 

 
COMING IN SEPTEMBER… 

A brand-new curriculum for our Sunday 
morning Faith Formation Hour! 
Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living 
will be featured in our “Living Our Faith Class,” 
facilitated by Pastor Witt.  It is based on 
practices Jesus did and taught us to do as 
faithful followers.  Think about it – plan to join 
us! 

YOUNG ADULT NEWS  
AGES 18-35 

Interested in having a potluck on one Friday a 
month? Does 6:15pm on Wednesdays work for 
you to attend Bible Study? 
Let Rebekah know about 
your preferences as we 
look forward to the Fall. 

 
 

  
 

Remember Opequon Church in your Will 

 

https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/heat-wave-safety.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/heat-wave-safety.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/heat-wave-safety.html
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YOUTH GROUP GRADES 6-12 
We're taking a break in 
August! Save the Date for 
Sunday, September 19 as 
we gather for a Youth 
Kickoff in the Picnic Shelter 
at 5:00pm-7:00pm. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS CHAIR ROCKS  
HYBRID BOOK STUDY 

The Micah 6:8 Faith Formation Class will be 
meeting every Thursday at 7:00pm, starting on 
September 2, for an in-person & Zoom 10-
week book study. We'll discuss Ashton 
Applewhite's, This Chair Rocks, which focuses 
on ageism. Join us and follow as we take a 
look at how younger and older generations 
often get minimized. Contact Rebekah Witt in 
the office or at wittrebekah2@gmail.com if you 
plan to participate or have questions. You will 
need to purchase your own book. 
 
 
 

“SNACKIN’ & CHATTIN’” 
Wednesdays in August 

12:00-12:45 pm 
Have a snack at home/in office 

Talk & Pray with Others via 
ZOOM 

 

 

 
 

GET READY FOR A  

BODACIOUS FELLOWSHIP TIME 
SEPTEMBER 12 

After the 8:30 AM & 11 AM Services 
in the Gathering Area 

CALLING ALL HARVEST THEMED RECIPE 
CHEFS AND BAKERS 

Join the OPC family while celebrating new 
members, refreshing old friendships, eating 
delicious foods and getting ready for a new 

season. 
CALL/TEXT/EMAIL: MARJ PRAML 
(540-327-2667) FOR DETAILS!!! 

 
OLDER ADULT HAPPENINGS 

How well are you persevering through the heat 
and humidity of summer?  How do you keep 
cool or cool off after being outdoors? Sitting in 
a room with a ceiling fan works wonders!  
Drinking a cold glass of water, tea or lemonade 
can do the trick too. But, hopefully YOU have 
had the treat of eating a bowl of ice cream 
sometime this summer that offers instant 
cooling to the body.  There is something COOL 
happening at OPC especially for older adults:  
we are gearing up to resume the monthly older 
adult fellowship event known as Happy Days!  
Mark your calendars for Monday, August 9 and 
come be part of an Older Adult Ministry 
planning meeting at 9:30am.  We will talk 
about plans for Happy Days gatherings to 
begin in September and your input is 
important.  We will meet in the Bageant Room; 
coffee and a morning treat will be provided.  
Won’t it be great to see each other, to make 
plans together, and to look forward to those 
special Happy Days Events once again! 
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WILL BE HERE AGAIN! 

 

HAPPY DAYS is our Older Adult 
Fellowship event that includes a 

pot-luck lunch and program.  This 
valued time each month is treasured 

by our older members. 
   

Happy Days will resume on 

Wednesday, September 8 at Noon in 

the Fellowship Hall 
**************************** 

In preparation for our Happy 

Days Events to resume, The 
Older Adult Ministry Team will 

come back together for a 
planning meeting.   

 

Older Adult Planning Meeting 

Monday, August 9, 9:30 AM in the 

Bageant Room 
**************************** 

This meeting is open to ANY 

older adults interested in 
attending.  You are welcome to 

come and participate in the 
conversation and planning. 

 

  
ARE COMING AGAIN! 

 

 
 

 
MEN OF OPEQUON PICNIC 

& MUSIC THIS MONTH 
The Men of Opequon (MOO) will 
meet on Monday, August 9th 

at the Pitcock Memorial Shelter at 6:00 
pm for a picnic supper. Hamburgers, hot dogs, 
chips and drinks will be provided. Please bring 
a side dish, salad, or dessert to share. Then, 
we’re in for a real treat: bagpipe music!  
Opequon’s own Mike Jeffries and possibly a 
friend will provide wonderful music and some 
background information on piping. Join us for 
an uplifting time. All men are invited! 

 
GOD-LOVING OPEQUON WOMEN 

 Opequon’s women’s group 
known as GLOW gathers each 
month for devotions, special 
projects, friendship boosts, and 
lots of laughter.  The indoor 
movie night and pizza last month was a great 
gathering.  This month, the women will meet on 
Tuesday, August 10 at 6:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall for an Ice Cream Sundae Party.  
All the ice cream will be provided; you are invited 
to bring your favorite SUNDAE TOPPING to share.  
Come create your own satisfying SUNDAE and relax 
with other OPC women.  Devotions and a silly 
game included!    

 
 
 

 
THE FLOWER CALENDAR 

Please consider donating flowers for our 
Sunday worship in memory or honor of 
someone or an event. You may sign up by 
contacting the church office or using the 
FLOWERS link at opequonchurch.org to the 
online sign up. The following dates are open in 
the next two months: 

August 29 
September 12 September 19 

 
 

MOO! 
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ZOOMING WITH BECKY IN AUGUST 

There will be a virtual cardmaking class via 
Zoom on Friday, August 27, at 1:00 p.m. to 
create an easy greeting card.  Deadline for 
sign-up is Friday, August 20.  You will then 
receive a kit of the materials and instructions 
as to what additional supplies are needed.  If 
interested, please contact Becky Proctor at 
540-868-8149 or e-mail at 
beckyproc@comcast.net with questions or to 
sign up. 
 
Dear OPC, 
I was surprised to 
receive so many 
graduation cards from 
the entirety of the 
church. I was very 
happy to see the mug 
and blanket, and have 
been using them since 
I got them. 

Many Thanks, 
Aiden Berson 
 

Dear Opequon Church, 
I am so thankful for the generous scholarship! 
It's a real blessing that the church has been 
able to help me financially each year of school. 
I am looking forward to the day that I can use 
my education to make a decent salary and can 
recontribute back to Opequon. 

Mitchell Skowbo 
 

 
Linda Bock 
202 Crestwood Ln 
Winchester VA 22602-5310 
540-545-5144 
 

Mandy & Eric Estep 
(slight change of address) 

2507 Windwood Drive 
Winchester VA 22601 
 

Travis & Katie Saunders 
146 Omps Drive 
Winchester VA 22601-2835 
 

Rebekah Witt – 
wittrebekah2@gmail.com 
 

Jack Klimek 
klimekjack23@gmail.com 
primary phone is 540-665-5997 
 

Carol Schempp 
Cell: 806-787-8180 
 

OPC EMAILS 
We are now sending church-wide emails on 
Tuesday and Friday, but emails may be sent 
when an urgent matter occurs. Emails are sent 
to anyone who has shared an email address 
with the church. Emails are sent using Realm, 
our church management software. 
 

If you do not wish to receive emails, there is 
an UNSUBSCRIBE option at the bottom of each 
email.  
 

If you were receiving emails and are no longer 
receiving them, this could be because your 
email provider "decided" that Opequon Church 
emails may be SPAM and has blocked our 
email address. If you notify the church office, 
this can be corrected. Also, if you find our 
emails in your "JUNK" or "SPAM" folder you 
may move the emails to your INBOX. It has 
never been our intention to clutter your email 
inbox, but when the church was operating 
under pandemic restrictions, email was utilized 
more often. 
 

We work hard to be good stewards of your 
personal information. If you have any concerns 
about the use of your information, please 
speak with the church office. 

mailto:wittrebekah2@gmail.com
mailto:klimekjack23@gmail.com
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GENEROSITY NEWS 
This year we are doing a different type of 
Generosity program. As some of you know, I 
have waited over 30 years to be permitted to 
lead my church’s financial campaign. I have 
truly enjoyed being allowed to do this at OPC, 
but here’s the thing, I always concentrated on 
meeting the budget.  
Meeting the budget is a good thing. I doubt 
any of you would disagree.  Still, I have come 
to see that it may not be the only important 
aspect of our faith life together. That type of 
program can often concentrate mostly on the 
relationship between people and their money 
or the church and its need for money. If we 
are not careful, it can leave God out. 
  
While contemplating our church’s and our 
individual relationships with “The Boss,” I was 
introduced to a new-to-me approach called 
New Consecration Sunday. This program styles 
giving from a God-centered place. It invites 
each of us to work with the One who gives us 
everything and inquire how we should respond 
to these gifts. What is my God asking me to 
return? How am I being asked to give?  What 
does the Bible say about it all? 
  
Opequon Presbyterian used this approach 
many years ago.  It has since been revised. 
This year we will try it again. There will be a 
Consecration Sunday meal. We will fill out 
“estimate of giving” forms. The process is not 
dissimilar to the one some of us experienced 
years ago, but it is not identical either. I am 
excited to see what we will do. 
  
So, talk with “The Boss.”  Ask what your part 
might be. God will surely respond, and we will 
learn about ourselves and our God and our 
church as we progress through this time.  
Tracie 
 

 
WE EXPRESS OUR CHRISTIAN LOVE AND 

SYMPATHY TO: 
Rosemary and Tom Tarrant on the death of 
their son, Steven, who died June 30, 2021. 
Cards and condolences may be sent to Tom 
and Rosemary Tarrant, 5553 Seney Circle 
North, Hamburg, MI 48189. 
 
We mourn the death of Gerri Bayliss on July 
18, 2021. Please remember the Bayliss family 
in your prayers. Condolences may be sent to 
Bill and Pam Bayliss, 111 N. Washington St., 
Winchester, VA 22601-3909, Steve Bayliss, 106 
Crestwood LN, Winchester, VA 22602, and 
Brian & Jennifer Bayliss, 286 Linden Dr., 
Winchester, VA 22601. Scott & Sylvi Bayliss live 
in France. 
 
Kail Barbe’s sister, Barbara J. Barbe passed 
July 18, 2021. Condolences may be sent to Kail 
Barbe, Greenfield Senior Living, 304 Bowmans 
Mill Rd., Strasburg, VA 22657. 
 
 

“I am the resurrection and the life,” says the 
Lord. “Those who believe in me shall live, even 
though they die; and those who live and 
believe in me shall never die.”   
 John 11:24-25 
 

 
STAFF SCHEDULES THIS MONTH 

Susan Ritter  August 3-9 Vacation 
Carole Witt  August 12-15 Vacation  
David Witt  August 12-16 Vacation 
Rebekah Witt  August 13-15 Vacation 
 
The Witt Family will be in New Jersey for 
Burneice Witt’s memorial service on August 14. 
Pastoral concerns should be directed to Pastor 
Tracie Martin during this time. 
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Did You Know That... 
• This is the 11th year for the OPC garden 

ministry and donation of produce to 
Highland and Sherando Food Pantries? 

• The OPC Community Garden was 
established in 2011 in partnership with Kitty 
Hockman Nicholas, Hedgebrook Farm, and 
Highland Food Pantry? 

• This time last year there was nothing on 
the land beyond the garage and the manse, 
and we now have about an acre of land 
with raised beds that are fenced in and 
producing fresh fruits and vegetables? 

• The name of our newly constructed garden 
on church property is called OPC Roots & 
Shoots Garden? We are rooted in God’s 
love for us and through our garden 
ministry, we are Christ’s hands, heart, and 
feet as we reach out to engage others in 
our effort to feed the food insecure in our 
community. 

• The scripture verse for the garden ministry 
is John 15:5: “I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 
can do nothing.” We are called to be good 
stewards of God’s earth. We use our gifts, 
talents, and knowledge to grow healthy 
food for our hungry brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  

• Your OPC Roots & Shoots Lead Gardeners 
are Dana Kelly, Robin Owens, and Joelle 
Cafaro, and Graham Taylor coordinates 
transportation and delivery of produce to 
the pantries? 

• Bill Hopeck and the “Garden Gals” designed 
the garden? 

• Bill Hopeck, Mike Wygant, Al Owens, and 
Graham Taylor designed and built the 
watering system using PVC pipes, a pump, 

and hoses so that we have four hose 
hookups to reach all parts of the massive 
garden? 

• The raised beds were built on September 
16, 2020 by employees from Navy Federal 
Credit Union and students from LFCC, 
Sherando HS, and JWHS? 

• Reese Tibbs built a picnic table to use his 
time wisely during the pandemic, and he 
and his family donated that table to the 
garden? 

• Cole Owens and Mike Wygant built the two 
giant picnic tables? 

• All of the garden stakes have been 
refurbished and painted by Linda Gibson? 
They are beautiful! The garden is full of 
beautiful art! 

• We have dedicated the spot around the 
tree and picnic tables as “Kitty’s Korner” in 
honor of Miss Kitty at Hedgebrook Farms? 
Our garden ministry started with Miss Kitty 
and her generosity in allowing us to use her 
land, water, and resources for the garden 
for 10 years.  

• Cole Owens led the group of young people 
who put up the deer fence and the ground 
hog fence around the entire garden? 

• We released 1500 ladybugs one evening in 
July to naturally take care of the aphids 
that can devastate the plants? We even 
have a handmade ladybug house! 

• Thanks to Becky Proctor, we have two 
kinds of milkweed to attract Monarch 
butterflies and when we were housed at 
Hedgebrook Farm we were a certified 
Monarch way station? We are applying for 
that designation at Roots & Shoots as well. 

• We use a companion planting system so 
that plants in the same raised bed benefit 
one another or serve as trap crops to keep 
pests away? 

• We have an insectary in the four fire rings 
in the center of the garden and along the 
front fence line? Flowers like cosmos, 
coneflower, marigolds, sunchokes, 
amaranth, and yarrow attract beneficial 
insects to control the bad bug population. 

Roots & Shoots  
Garden News 
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• We planted a raised bed near the manse 
for the groundhogs? We planted clover and 
alfalfa and the groundhogs can help 
themselves to that raised bed because it is 
just for them! 

• We did our research to know how to deter 
the groundhogs from getting into the 
garden. They do not like strong smelling 
plants. Perfect! We planted larkspur, 
yarrow, echinacea, garlic, coneflowers, 
marigolds, and mint in the beds along the 
outside front of the garden. We also 
planted herbs like thyme, sage, lavender, 
garlic, and mint in between the raised beds 
inside the garden to keep the groundhog 
family away. 

• The pinwheels, windspinners, and 
windchimes keep the critters away?  

• We have students from FCPS who are in 
the process of painting murals on the gates 
and fences? And we have one student who 
is submitting her plan for her Eagle Scout 
project - murals on the fronts of the sheds 
and an octagonal bench around the tree in 
Kitty’s Korner? 

• There are 34 raised beds inside the fence? 
• We now have a greenhouse! We are able to 

start our own plants from seed! The garden 
ministry will be active 365 days of the year.  

• The garden is 100% volunteer built and 
maintained!!!! We need help. Please use 
signup Genius on the church website to 
sign up to water. You do not have to sign 
up for an entire week. If you can do certain 
days, please email our garden 
administrator, Grayson Moyer at 
graysonmoyer7@gmail.com.  

• If you sign up to water, a gardener will 
contact you and arrange a time to meet 
you at the garden to show you what to do? 
We would love to have more OPC folks 
involved in the garden ministry! 

• We would be happy to add you to our 
GroupMe app! If you want to know when 
we will be out there at the garden, when 
we have work days, when we need help, 
etc., we communicate with active 
volunteers through that app. Contact 
Grayson via email and she can add you to 
the Roots & Shoots group. 

• OPC Roots & Shoots is a very inviting, 
tranquil oasis that soothes the soul? All are 
welcome.  

• A garden feeds more than the table. It 
feeds the soul. 

 

The RALLY DAY ‘GIFT’ EVENT IN PERSON! 
A favorite day in the life of the church is often RALLY DAY.  Join in & see 

for yourself why this is true!  It is a kick-off to a fresh new year! 
Sunday, August 29, 9:45am in the Fellowship Hall 
The theme for the morning is “A Family Reunion!” 

Children, youth, adults will be sharing in one fantastic time- 
 

*Have some fun in our ‘PHOTO BOOTH’, make a family tree, reunite with 
other wonderful OPC folks, and enjoy some warm cinnamon buns! 
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Opequon Presbyterian Church 

Financial Summary for the period ended 

June 30, 2021 

6 
Annual Budget 

(2021) 

Current 
Month 
Actual  

Year to Date 
Actual 

Annual 
Budget 

Remaining 

% of 
Annual 
Budget 
Used   

        

        

Income        

      410000 Offering Income 637,500  75,378  348,791  288,709  54.71%   

      420000 Other Income 750  69  309  441  41.22%   

   Total 400000 Income 638,250  75,447  349,100  289,150  54.70%   

Expenses        

   500000 Personnel Costs        

      510000 Installed Pastors 175,603  10,781  63,878  111,725  36.38%   

      520000 Other Ministerial Staff 119,772  9,514  57,601  62,171  48.09%   

      530000 Administrative Staff 99,757  7,942  44,535  55,222  44.64%   

   Total 500000 Personnel Costs 395,132  28,237  166,014  229,118  42.01%   

   600000 Other Ministries        

      610000 Christian Education 13,100  1,711  3,746  9,354  28.59%   

      620000 Congregational Care 1,400  (227) (699) 2,099  -49.91%   

      630000 Evangelism 2,500  0  1,200  1,300  48.00%   

      640000 Fellowship 3,450  125  362  3,088  10.50%   

      650000 Mission 60,750  6,578  26,381  34,369  43.42%   

      660000 Worship 6,500  1,347  2,952  3,548  45.41%   

   Total 600000 Other Ministries 87,700  9,534  33,941  53,759  38.70%   

   Total 700000 Church Administration 106,775  9,757  67,262  39,513  62.99%   

Total Expenses 589,607  47,528  267,217  322,390  45.32%   

Net Operating Income (Expense) 48,643  27,919  81,883  (33,240) 168.33%   

   920000 Other Income 16,000  1,316  7,936  8,064  49.60%   

   930000 Other Expenses 117,747  9,722  69,260  48,487  58.82%   

Net Other Income (Expense) (101,747) (8,406) (61,324) (40,423) 60.27%   

Income Greater Than (Less Than) Expenses ($53,104) $19,513  $20,559  ($73,663) -38.71%   

        
              

  6/30/21      

Cash  $182,403       

Sanctuary Mortgage Principal Balance  $728,709       
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Opequon Presbyterian Church 
217 Opequon Church Lane 
Winchester, VA 22602-2421 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
           
“The Opequon Spirit” is the monthly newsletter of: 

Opequon Presbyterian Church 
217 Opequon Church Lane 

Winchester, VA 22602-2421 

Phone: 540-662-1843 
www.opequonchurch.org 

Newsletter deadline is the Wednesday after the Stated Session Meeting. 
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am 

Spiritual Growth Class at 9:45 am 
Office Hours are 9:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday thru Friday 

 

David Witt  ---------------------------------------------------------- Pastor 
Tracie Martin  ------------------------------------------- Parish Associate 

Carole Witt ---------------------------- Director of Christian Education 
Rebekah Witt ---------------------- Director of Youth & Young Adults 

William Heavner  ------------------------------------------------ Organist 

Susan Homan  ----------------------------------------- Director of Music 
Susan Ritter  --------------------------------------- Office Administrator 

Ken Smiy ---------------------------------------- Financial Administrator 
Robert Sydnor ----------------------------------------------------- Sexton 

Laurie Carver --------------------------------------- Nursery Supervisor 

Patty Klinefelter, Bill Martin, Lori Henley, Mike Nutry, Pat 
Williams -------------------------------------- Faith Community Nurses 

 
Artwork courtesy of NewsletterNewsletter.com subscription & 

pixabay.com 
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JUST A SAMPLE OF SEPTEMBER  
DATES TO SAVE: 

✓ LOGOS Staff Orientation – Wednesday, 

September 1st   

✓ September Communion – Sunday, 

September 5th   

✓ September Ministry Team Night – Tuesday, 

September 7th   

✓ Bodacious Fellowship, September 12th 

✓ Faith Formation Educational Hour Restart – 

Sunday, September 12th 

✓ LOGOS Kick-off – Wednesday, September 

15th 

✓ Presbyterian Youth Connection Kick-off – 

Sunday, September 19th  

✓ “Back to Church Sunday” – Sunday, 

September 19th   

✓ Newcomers’ Social – Sunday, September 

19th  

✓ September G.I.F.T. Event – Sunday, 

September 26th  

✓ Memorial Service for Burneice Witt – 

Sunday, September 26th  

Inside This Issue 

Anniversaries & Birthdays ...... p. 15 

Calendar .............................. p. 14 

Christian Education ................ p. 6 

Fellowship ............................. p. 6 

Health Ministry ...................... p. 5 

Just Thinkin’ .......................... p. 2 

Pastor’s Notes ....................... p. 1 

Worship .................................... 1 

 

http://www.opequonchurch.org/

