
“TAKE 10”- Worship While Away! (Sunday, July 4, 2021) 
 

Share:  
Why do we come to worship God? 
We come seeking a blessing from our Lord. 
What is this blessing that we seek? 
We seek an encounter with our God, who washes us in mercy, call us to service, and fills us 
with love. 
Let us worship God together. 

 
Read these words from a hymn today:                Lift Every Voice and Sing   
        

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty. 

Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,  
let us march on till victory is won 

  
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 

felt in the days when hope unborn had died. 
Yet, with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
we have come, treading our path  

through the blood of the slaughtered, 
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

  
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 

thou who has by thy might Led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 

 
Read this scripture from worship:                    Psalm 46 
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
3 though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
    God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 



8 Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 
    he burns the shields with fire. 
10 “Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  

1 Peter 2:11-17, The Message 
11–12 Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. Don’t indulge 
your ego at the expense of your soul. Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your 
actions will refute their prejudices. Then they’ll be won over to God’s side and be there to join 
in the celebration when he arrives.  
13–17 Make the Master proud of you by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever 
their level; they are God’s emissaries for keeping order. It is God’s will that by doing good, you 
might cure the ignorance of the fools who think you’re a danger to society. Exercise your 
freedom by serving God, not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone you meet with dignity. Love 
your spiritual family. Revere God. Respect the government.  
 

Talk together, responding to these questions:  

• What does God as “our refuge and strength” mean to you? 

• Recall a place where you experience God’s presence.  What is it about that place that 

makes you especially aware that God is with you? 

• What memories do you have of going to special places and learning valuable lessons? 

• What principles did our nation’s founders point to?  

• What is the high purpose to which God is calling us as a people and a nation? 

• What is the common good and how will you promote it as a servant of God? 

• How will you live as a servant of God in the week ahead? 

Pray together:  
O God, source of all freedom, this day is bright with the memory of those who declared that life 
and liberty are your gift to every human being. Help us to continue a good work begun long 
ago. Make our vision clear and our will strong: that only in human solidarity will we find liberty, 
and justice only in the honor that belongs to every life on earth. Turn our hearts toward the 
family of nations: to understand the ways of others, to offer friendship and to find safety only in 
the common good of all. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Bless one another:   

Take each person's hand and say: "God's grace is for you, God's love is upon you, God's call 

is within you. Be kind to yourself and others this week as a child of God.”  

 
Resources Used:  Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal 

  The Message, by Rev. Eugene Peterson       


