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The Opequon Spirit 

 

 “Prayerfully Equipping Disciples of All Generations to be Christ’s Hands, Heart and Feet in the World” 

 

JULY 2021 
 

 

WORSHIP IN JULY 
 

8:30 am In-Person Morning Worship 
11:00 am In-Person & Live Stream 

Worship  
 

Sunday, July 4th  
Pre-Service Patriotic Music by William Heavner 

Communion, In-Person and at Home  
Psalm 46, 1 Peter 2:11-17 

Sermon:  “Living as Servants of God” 
 

Sunday, July 11th  
Rev. Tracie Martin 

 
Sunday, July 18th  

Rev. Richard Schempp 
 

Sunday, July 25th  
Four Cents A Meal  
Ephesians 3:14-21 

Sermon: “Rooted in Love” 
 

WOW at the Shelter/Lawn – 6:00 pm 
w/ Lemonade on the Lawn 

 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:  
USHERS & GREETERS! 

As we move forward in our re-
entry/regathering process, we need more 
people to usher and greet.  Would you be 
interested?  If so, please email Lisa Reed, 
Worship Chair (knlreed@verizon.net) or call 
(540-662-1843) or email Susan Ritter in the 
Church Office (office@opequonchurch.org).  

 

OUR RE-ENTRY/REGATHERING MOVES 
FORWARD IN WORSHIP!!! 

At its June meeting, the session approved the 
removal of additional restrictions for our 
worship together, in concurrence with CDC 
guidelines and the lifting of the emergency 
orders in the Commonwealth of Virginia as of 
June 30. So, what does this mean? 
 
• Beginning Sunday, July 4, face masks 
will no longer be required for fully vaccinated 
people in worship while remaining an option if 
so desired.  Those who are partially 
vaccinated, those who are not yet eligible for 
vaccination, including children 5 years and 
older, and those who have declined to be 
vaccinated are expected to wear face masks as 
a continuing requirement. 
• Congregational singing will also return 
beginning Sunday, July 4.    
• Outdoor worship through the summer 
months on Sunday evenings at 6:00 pm – June 
27, July 25, and August 22 – will include 
singing and spoken responses without masks. 
• Our current livestreamed worship will be 
available to you at 11:00 am or any time after. 
• We sincerely appreciate everyone’s 
patience, encouragement, kindness, and love 
for neighbor as we fully come back together 
for worship. 
 
 

WITH GRATITUDE FOR YOUR GIFTS… 
WE ENCOURAGE YOUR CONTINUED  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT! 

 
  

mailto:knlreed@verizon.net
mailto:office@opequonchurch.org
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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
“A Six-Month Check-Up” 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Many of us are on a six-month check-up 
regiment with a doctor or dentist.  We return 
to talk with them and see how things are 
going.  Many of us are accustomed to mid-year 
or semi-annual updates on a host of items, as 
well.  Besides an annual occurrence, the six-
month mark joins the quarterly reports as 
popular milestones.  Six months ago, on the 
first Sunday in January, we participated in the 
distribution of our “star words” in celebration 
of Epiphany (the wise men visiting the child 
Jesus; the star; the good news of Christ’s birth 
going out to all the world).  The use of star 
words, also called “star gifts,” is a prayer 
practice connected to Epiphany and the new 
year that has been growing in popularity at 
Opequon Church for several years. The idea is 
that a list of intention words, or guiding words, 
are written, or printed on paper stars. These 
paper stars are then placed in the offering 
plates, face down, and are passed to 
worshipers that they might draw one. We 
always encourage people to trust the word 
they have drawn as God’s word to them for a 
new year and not to replace the word. We 
then tell people to place their star word 
somewhere they will see it regularly 
throughout the year to allow consistent 
reflection on how God has moved through, 
around, or in connection to that word. During 
the pandemic this year, words were available 
at in-person worship, found in a bin curbside, 
and even delivered or mailed out upon request.  
I am both heartened and amazed at how 
people desire a star word.   
 
So, at this six-month mark, how is it going with 
your star word?  What are you discerning?  
How has that word taken on new meaning? 
What has God made known to you? Especially 
as we take steps forward, as we come back 
together with families, as we go to places, we 
haven’t been in a while, as we gather with 

friends, as we re-enter worship and ministry, 
along with relationships at church, what have 
we learned and are we learning as that star 
word speaks to us? My star word for 2021 is 
“listen,” after having “insight” in 2020.  How is 
God calling me to pause, to stop, to listen? 
How will I be present and then act as I show 
up and step up in this time of re-launching?  
 
Star words can speak to us in powerful ways.  
Star words can make us wonder.  Star words 
can push us to consider something new.  How 
is your six-month check-up on your star word 
directing you forward?  I encourage your 
consideration.  And I invite your conversation 
with others as we together think about God’s 
word to us.   
 
Together in Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
 
JUST THINKIN’ 
 

July is the month of vacations and summer 
fun. It is also a month of rest for the church. 
This is not to say that the church stops its work 
and just veggies, but we do take time away 
from some meetings as we give ourselves 
space to refresh and think about what comes 
next. This year taking that space feels 
especially important.  
COVID’s influence is waning, finally! We can be 
inside the church building in small gatherings 
without a mask as long as we are vaccinated. 
Some of our Teams are meeting face to face. 
Worship will be mask less for those of us who 
are vaccinated or at least mask by personal 
choice. We are praying the Lord’s Prayer 
together…out soft. It’s not really out loud yet, 
but we can feel out loud just around the 
corner.  
When I was a child, I loved to spend time at 
the family farm. My grandmother had an 
apartment in the main farmhouse and Uncle 
Alvin and Aunt Betty treated me like a 
treasure. I would wake up early and run to the 
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kitchen for a farm breakfast of eggs, home 
fries, bacon, and homemade bread, toasted.  I 
loved to sit at the table that had seated 
generations of family from Alvin Edwards the 
Indian Fighter and Becky, his beleaguered 
wife, to my own grandfather, my father and 
now Uncle Alvin and me.  
Uncle Alvin was a practical man. He didn’t read 
much and seldom traveled far from home. I, 
on the other hand, loved to find and tell family 
stories, even then. Alvin and Betty listened and 
seemed to enjoy my stories.  
Finally, it would be time to go to the Dairy Lea 
plant with the cans of milk. Uncle Alvin would 
go to the barn and hitch up the horses. Our 
farm used a horse wagon long after more 
modern folk had moved to trucks. Uncle Alvin 
would bring the horses and loaded wagon up 
to the back porch and tie the horses to the rail. 
Then he would give them each a bag of grain, 
come back into the kitchen, and pour himself a 
last cup of coffee. Aunt Betty always had that 
cup ready for him. I was given hot chocolate. 
The adults would talk a bit about what the day 
would hold, make a few plans for whatever, 
and then Alvin and I would get in the wagon 
and head down the road.  
That brief time of rest and preparation was so 
special to me. It felt like I was included, almost 
as an adult although I was not all that grown. 
It was obviously important to them, as well. 
Even long after the horses had been replaced 
by a truck, the tradition was continued. Uncle 
Alvin would say it was time to hitch up and we 
all knew what that meant.  
This year the month of July is “Hitch Up” time. 
We have done the challenging work of 
sustaining an open and active church during 
the pandemic. Now some things are becoming 
more familiar, step by step. We know there is 
still work to do, and we will do it….all of it. We 
will continue to support OPC with our giving 
and our time. If we have fallen back a bit 
because of the demands of COVID, I truly 
expect we will find ourselves reengaging, 
perhaps differently, but engaged again after 
all.  This is our time to plan, dream, and 

refresh ourselves. Like Uncle Alvin, we will 
have another “cuppa” and then get on with it.   
God will do new things. We will do new things. 
We will also recapture the things we love and 
have so deeply missed. Hitch up, my friends, 
but before you dig in too deeply, relax and 
breathe.  
 
 
 
 

SINCE MARCH OF 2020, DID YOU 
KNOW… 

• There was not one Sunday that a full 
worship service wasn’t available to the 
congregation either through livestreaming or 
in-person? 
• That all leadership meetings have been 
held either via ZOOM or in-person since the 
beginning of the pandemic? 
• That the church office was open (except 
for two weeks last November) and the church 
staff worked, persevered, and kept the church 
running smoothly? 
• A weekly scripture video has been 
posted on YouTube and emailed out to 
families? 
• Special videos celebrating Opequon’s 
ministry, “What we don’t say at Opequon,” 
worship bloopers, LEGO creations, and Bible 
stories have been created and sent out? 
• Up to 65 meals were delivered weekly 
last spring and summer to homebound, older 
adults, and families? 
• More than 70 lunches were prepared for 
this year’s Older Adult Luncheon and were 
picked up curbside or delivered? 
• We discovered curbside, drive-through, 
and deliveries, for fellowship, for Christian 
education, for fun? 
• Full turkey dinners were served twice by 
take out, receptions were held for an Apple 
Harvest Festival and Pentecost, and an ice 
cream social was available curbside? 
• Numerous individuals have called to 
check on others, both through an organized 
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structure and on their own initiative, and 
reached out more and more? 
• Two phone calling surveys to “check in” 
with the congregation took place in 2020? 
• Faith Formation classes, including two 
confirmation classes, have been held via ZOOM 
or in-person? 
• That LOGOS changed and modified 
multiple times yet still gathered an 
intergenerational crowd, ending with a big 
end-of-year party in the parking lot? 
• That our outreach to and support of the 
Highland and Sherando Food Pantries has 
expanded? 
• Vacation Bible School “in a bin” was 
held last summer and VBS 2021, “God’s Big 
Backyard,” was held this summer? 
• That Opequon’s membership has grown 
during the pandemic? 
• That several of our newcomers are just 
waiting to join the choir when we return? 
• That Wonderful Outdoor Worship 
(WOW) brought people together at the lawn 
and shelter last summer and once again this 
year with “preaching and music on the rock?” 
• The church grounds were utilized to 
their fullest extent, with walks, excursions, and 
guided journeys, including an indoor-outdoor 
old-fashioned Christmas and Live Nativity? 
• That Christmas, Ash Wednesday, and 
Easter featured new ways of gathering for 
interactive worship outdoors in our parking lot? 
• Through the efforts of dedicated 
individuals and a team of passionate workers, 
the “Roots and Shoots” garden was 
constructed behind the manse and is 
flourishing in its new location? 
• That the new organ was installed, the 
sanctuary was painted, and the grounds look 
better than ever? 
• Many people assumed new roles and 
responsibilities, stepping up and out? 
• Valentine’s and Easter cards were sent 
to the entire congregation? 
• Giving and the offering of peoples’ gifts 
continued in new ways and through different 
means? 

• The shelter became the “hot spot” at 
Opequon, hosting meetings, Tai Chi, youth, 
MOO, newcomers, visits, and gatherings simply 
for socialization? 
• 90th birthdays were celebrated with 
great festivities at the honorees home with a 
special visit from the “June-icorn”?  
At Opequon Church, we didn’t say, “We can’t 
do that,” but, “How can we do that?” We 
pivoted.  We changed. We created. We took 
new steps around our obstacles.  We learned 
to follow the Lord of the Dance while dancing 
to a new rhythm. We kept moving forward.  
And, as some people have said, “We didn’t 
miss a beat!”  
Thank you, for all you have done to contribute 
to the building up of the body of Christ in this 
place!   
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
June 15, 2021 Stated Meeting 

• Roots and Shoots will be having an 

Open House and picnic at the garden on June 

27.  Harvesting has begun at the garden. 

• Mission Ministry reported that our young 

people will begin a Seniors Ministry on June 27. 

• Fellowship reported that Bill Thomasson 

was the winner of the flag that was hung at 

the Capitol. 

• On the recommendation of Building & 

Grounds, Session approved the purchase of a 

locking mailbox. 

• At the urging of B&G and the Memorial 

Garden, Session will correspond with the 

Kernstown Battlefield to establish a dialogue 

seeking to improve the view of the battlefield. 

• On the recommendation of Building & 

Grounds, Session approved the painting of the 

bell tower and exterior of the Memorial 

Sanctuary. 

• Technology & Communication 

recommends the acquisition of a point-tilt-

zoom camera to improve Livestreaming.  

Session approved the recommendation. 
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• Session continued its discussion of the 

process for re-entering post pandemic.  In light 

of current CDC Guidelines, Session decided 

that, effective July 4, we will return to in-

person worship as close as possible to its pre 

pandemic form.  Masks will be required unless 

you are fully vaccinated, hymnals and 

congregational singing will return.  We will 

continue to monitor this closely. 

• In response to an inquiry from WATTS, 

Session announced our intention to host 

WATTS December 26-January 2 this year.  We 

will make a final decision at the October 

Session meeting. 

• Opequon is receiving a generous 

bequest from the Estate of Susan Lee.  We will 

receive the bequest in two installments.  After 

reviewing the recommendation of the Trustees, 

Session decided to divide the first installment 

equally between the Endowment Fund and the 

Reserve Fund; when the second installment is 

received, Session will decide on its disposition. 

 

 
OPC SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

On Sunday, June 6, when we honored our high 
school graduates, we were also joyously 
presented this year’s scholarship awards. Four 
students will each receive $1,200 from the 
Rachel Bayliss Scholarship Fund… 

 Paige Clark, a graduate of Sherando 
High School, will be a freshman at Virginia  
Commonwealth University.  

 Reagan Tibbs, a graduate of James 
Wood High School, will be a freshman at  
James Madison University. 

 Ethan Schwantes, a graduate of John 
Handley High School, will be a freshman at 
Washington College of Maryland. 

 Mitchell Skowbo, will be a senior at 
Virginia Tech. 
 
We are grateful to the Claytor and Bayliss 
families for establishing this scholarship fund 
more than twenty-five years ago in memory of 
their mother and grandmother, Rachel Bayliss.  
Contributions to the fund are always welcome.  
Questions may be directed to George 
Schember, Bayliss Scholarship Fund chair. 
 
Reagan Tibbs also was awarded the first Lois 
G. Chammings Scholarship, by Mike 
Birchenough, on behalf of his family and in 
memory of his aunt, Lois Chammings, who 
taught and nurtured young people for many 
years as a public-school educator.  The 
scholarship was in the amount of $3,000.  We 
appreciate Mike’s generosity as he and his 
family continue the legacy of his aunt.   

 
CHURCH NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Opequon’s Nominating Committee – Mary 
Himelright and Carole Fox, co-chairs; Betty 
Chicklo, Paula McNichols, Kevin Reed, Joel Witt 
– will be meeting soon.  They will begin a 
season of prayer and discernment as they look 
to nominate four individuals to serve as ruling 
elders on session, three individuals to serve as 
deacons, and one individual to serve as 
trustee.  If you have any names to suggest to 
them for consideration, please contact any of 
these members, put a note in the drop box at 
the church, or write down names on one of the 
sheets in the Gathering Area. 
 

A SUMMER OF SONGS THAT SOAR 
from William Heavner, Organist 

 

Our summer of celebratory preludes on our 
magnificent new organ continues. Our theme 
for July is “Homegrown” with a variety of music 
(patriotic, folk, gospel, and classical) rooted in 
our American heritage. Broadway inspirational 
is the theme for August. 

NEXT MINISTRY TEAM NIGHT  
 

Tuesday, August 3  
Hybrid Meeting – In Person & ZOOM 

 

Devotions—6:30 pm 
Ministry Team Meetings—7:00 pm 
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If you are able to be present in person, come 
early enough to share your greetings with each 
other, and be settled in place by the worship 
hour. As we still ourselves, and still our minds, 
we, and those around us, can prepare our 
hearts for worship. 
 
 
  
 

 
 

OUR MISSIONARY IN THE CONGO:  
ALMOST 

 
            Jose Lamont Jones finally got his 
Pfizer shot and will be getting his second at the 
end of June making it now legal for him to 
travel to Kinshasa, the Republic of the Congo.  
Vaccinations in the Congo, however, have not 
been that popular, but he feels he will still be 
protected and is confident that he will be 
getting his travel orders soon.  Although not 
well publicized in the US, on May 22, the 
Republic of the Congo witnessed the eruption 
of its Niyiragongo volcano, 4th largest in the 
world, located a thousand miles from 
Kinshasha on the Congo's eastern border with 
Rwanda.  The Director of the Presbyterian 
Mission in Kinshasha, the Reverend Isaac 
Kilonji along with his assistant, Christy Boyd, 
have been spending much of their time in 
gathering and delivering needed supplies to 
the affected regions where 450,000 people 
have been evacuated so far.  The last major 
eruption of Nyiragongo occurred in 1977 when 
two thousand people were killed and a 
hundred thousand lost their homes.  Its crater 
holds a one mile wide lake that has been 
known to remain liquid lava for several years. 
 
 

 
NEW SENIOR OUTREACH MINISTRY 

Motel Ministry has pivoted to a Senior Outreach 
Ministry where we will share kindness with 
elderly neighbors who live in low-income 
housing. We will distribute items on July 11 at 
12:30 PM and are planning to continue on the 
second Sunday of each month at 12:30 PM. 
Donations of low-sodium canned goods such 
as green beans, peas, corn, potatoes, tuna, 
chicken, & soup are needed. We will also take 
pudding cups, cracker packs, fruit cups (in 
juice), paper towels, toilet paper, shampoo, 
conditioner, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, & 
deodorant. Please label donations with, "Senior 
Outreach Ministry," when dropping them off at 
church. If you would like more details, please 
let Rebekah Witt know. Thanks! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COLLECTING FOR CCAP: IN JULY 

 

 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
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GET YOUR COFFEE, TEA OR CHOCOLATE! 
We have:  
      Coffees 
      Teas 
      Assorted Chocolate 
      Hot Chocolate mix 
Call, email, text: Marj Praml 540-
327-2667 or 
teachandwritemp@gmail.com 
These farmers depend on our 
sales! 
Don't forget them! Remember, you 
can purchase these items through online 
giving! 
 
 
 HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS 

 
 
 
 

As promised, I want to introduce 
the OPC Faith Community Nurses 
(FCN).  Bill Martin worked 30 
years in retail management and 

regional supervision before graduating from 
SUNY Delhi in central NYS with his nursing 
degree. He started his nursing career in 
med/surg followed by ortho and neurosurgery.  
His last 10+ years before retiring was in case 
management, which he feels was the most 
fulfilling.  
 

Bill became a FCN to fulfill a desire to continue 
to serve our congregation after his "formal" 
retirement. He has been at OPC for almost five 
years along with his wife Tracie who is a Parish 
Associate at OPC.  They have a son, Ben, who 
teaches at the college level in Syracuse.  One 
of Bill’s hobbies as we have all learned about 
over the past year, is being a Ham radio 
operator. 
 

Our newest FCN is Mike Nutry.  He went to 
nursing school at Felician University, a private 
Franciscan school in NJ.  He has worked in 
med/surge, a bariatric floor, wilderness search 
and rescue/county police, home visits with 
WMC, and as a civilian volunteer during 

Operation Desert Storm.  His previous career 
was a veterinary nurse. Mike currently is a 
contractor for homeland security at a medical 
clinic which is an Urgent care type 
clinic/occupational health/trauma service.  
 

Mike became a FCN because he felt that 
nursing should treat patients as a whole 
person, the Christian ethics taught at Felician 
reinforced that we are much more than a 
bunch of electrical connections and plumbing 
valves. Mike’s wife, Carol is also a nurse.  
 

Pat Williams graduated from the Winchester, 
Frederick, Clarke County School of Practical 
Nursing via Winchester Memorial Hospital 
1967. She worked 2 years in ICU and a total of 
36+ in the ED as an LPN and RN. Also, she 
worked in a Urology office and Allergy office 
part time to supplement learning and finances 
to return to school. She then graduated with 
Associate of Nursing from Shepherd University 
1991, then George Mason University with BSN 
in 1996 and MSN in 2003. 
 

In 2003, she started working at Hagerstown 
Community College (HCC) as the lead 
instructor/assistant professor 
starting/developing the Practical Nursing 
Program for this community. She retired from 
HCC in 2017, and continued to work Part time 
with the RN Pediatric professor, working the 
students with high fidelity computerized 
mannequins and developed pediatric case 
studies for the students to learn coordinating 
care of the pediatric patient and family in a 
wholistic approach.  
 

Since joining OPC in 2017, Pat has been 
interested in assisting in the safety plans and 
reviewing the policies and procedures. She 
also, found an interest in educating the 
members of the church about continued health 
issues and safety precautions. 
 

Pat completed the Faith Community Nurse 
Course in April 2021, and would like to 
continue to be a part of the OPC FCN group to 
possibly expand more personalized education 
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and support with the members and the 
community, as well as support the vision of the 
church leaders to promote health and safety. 
 

Her hobbies include walking a newly rescued 
dog, reading; some crafts, such as Painting 
with Diamonds; trying to learn to make bows 
and wants to learn to make wreaths this 
coming fall and winter. 
 

Some of you may also know Lorie Henley.  
She lives in New York and part time in Virginia.  
She has attended OPC since 2016 when in 
town. Her husband, Joe has lived in and owned 
a business in Winchester for 14 years. They 
have 2 grown children living in upstate NY and 
6 beautiful grandchildren. They also have 1 
“foreign exchange” son in Barcelona with 2 
more amazing grandchildren there.  
 

Lorie received her BSN from SUNY Brockport.  
She has done a variety of nursing including 
Med-surg, OB, Newborn nursery, Home Care, 
Hospice, School Nursing, Patient and 
Community Education, Nursing Education, and 
Faith Community Nursing. 
 

Lorie heard about the specialty of FCN, in 
1997, pursed it, and helped bring the concept 
to a small rural community hospital in upstate 
NY working with 28 faith communities. Nursing 
has been a blessing to Lorie. She wanted to 
serve God and His people since she was a 
small girl.  Her best experiences are when she 
has felt God alongside of her serving through 
her nursing.   
 

Her most recent opportunity to serve came in 
2016.  When living in Winchester, I was 
introduced to some amazing Faith Community 
Nurses. With prayer and some encouragement, 
she accepted the position of Instructor for 
Shenandoah University's Faith Community 
Nurse program. She has been blessed to work 
with and meet so many amazing nurses that 
have been called to the profession of Faith 
Community Nursing.  The FCN Foundations 
Course is offered at SU twice a year.  This is a 
Blended course within person and online 

content.  This program began in the 1990's 
right here in Winchester, as a partnership 
between SU, Valley Health, and the local 
clergy.   
 

I (Patty Klinefelter) graduated from Penn 
State University with the majority of my career 
in home health.  I currently am a consultant 
for LW consulting helping home health and 
hospice agencies and skilled nursing facilities.  
I became a FNC to use my nursing skills to 
focus on holistic nursing and illness prevention 
through education. 
   
I have been married for almost 39 years to Jeff 
and have three children.  My son, Matthew, is 
married to Kristin and has a 4-year-old 
daughter Madison, and 2-year-old son, 
Christian.  Jeff and I have twin daughters, Beth 
and Kim. I enjoy being a grandparent, reading 
and cross stitching. 
 

Pastor Witt also supports FCN by serving on 
the NW Virginia PN/FNC Coalition, serving for a 
second time.  This coalition is between 
Shenandoah University, Valley Health and local 
clergy.  They meet biannually to guide the FCN 
practice in our community.  He also is part of 
the 2019 FCN Foundations course with a 
section on teaching “Devotions”. 
 

Along with all the OPC FCNs there are also 
many other nurses who support the healthcare 
ministry of OPC. 
 

I look forward to gathering in the future and 
planning how we can move forward to support 
our congregation.  Feel free to offer 
suggestions. 
 
 

THE LATEST IN LOGOS 
The new LOGOS year theme has been 
selected.  DRUM ROLL PLEASE…. Our 24th 
year of LOGOS will have the overall 
theme “Won’t You Be My Neighbor”! The 
leadership team is very enthusiastic about this 
theme that will be with us in the LOGOS year 
ahead.  We are currently working on calling 
people to fill all the roles in the LOGOS 



Page | 9 
 

ministry.  This is an intentional process that 
takes considerable time.  Our new LOGOS year 
will also include some of our favorite LOGOS 
times such as ‘Bring a Friend Night’, Teacher 
Night, PIE FACE Night and the Spoon Hanging 
Competition!  Registration will begin in August 
with our Early Bird Discount rate.   We will 
keep you informed about all the unfolding 
LOGOS plans. 
 

OBJECT LESSON FOR KIDS THIS MONTH 
With summertime and kids playing outside 
much more often, skinned knees or elbows are 
bound to happen, needing band aids for 
protection during the next days’ outdoor play.  
What a perfect time to share a BAND AID 
object lesson!  Families of preschool and 
elementary age children will receive this lesson 
and a special band aide in the mail this month.   
Let’s keep learning and growing in faith. 
 

YOUTH GROUP (Grades 6-12) 
July 10 at 9:30am-Youth Families' Day of 

Service 
 

July 23 at 4:00pm 
Water Games 
 

 
 
 

YOUNG ADULTS (Ages 18-35) 
July 17  

Camp Paddy Run  
Day Retreat 

 
 
 
 

OLDER ADULTS 
Hello Summer!  This new season offers 
blessings to all ages such as longer daylight, 
the smell of fresh cut grass, a good reason to 
eat ice cream, no need to get all bundled up, 
and fresh produce from gardens.  Hopefully, 
YOU can experience these summer blessings 
during this month.  There is another blessing 
of this month and that is we are gearing up to 

resume Happy Days in the Fall.  Mark your 
calendars for Monday, August 9 and come 
be part of an Older Adult Ministry 
planning meeting at 9:45am.  We will talk 
about plans for Happy Days gatherings to 
begin in September and your input is 
important.  We will meet in the Bageant Room; 
coffee and a morning treat will be provided.  
Won’t it be great to see each other, to make 
plans together, and to look forward to those 
special Happy Days Events once again! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
MOO SPONSORS ROYALS 

BASEBALL OUTING FOR THE 
WHOLE CHURCH 
The Men of Opequon invite 

women and men, girls and boys to the 
Winchester Royals game on Monday, July 
12th at Bridgeforth Stadium in Jim 
Barnett Park.  The cost for the evening is 
$15 per person and will cover dinner ($10 
Royals concession food voucher and provided 
“sides”) and admission.  We have a reserved 
area for dinner, behind home plate.  The 
picnic dinner begins at 6:00 pm.  The first 
pitch is 7:00 pm.  Contact Bill Bender with 
questions and to register at 
(benderwilliam61@gmail.com). This is the best 

buy in town!  Take me out to the ballgame!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

MOO! 

mailto:benderwilliam61@gmail.com
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“SNACKIN’ & CHATTIN’” 
 

Wednesdays in July 
12:00-12:45 pm 

Have a snack at home/in 
office 

Talk & Pray with Others via 
ZOOM 

 
 
 

OPEQUON WOMEN 
Opequon’s women’s group known as GLOW 
gathers each month for devotions, special 
projects, friendship boosts, and lots of 
laughter.  Our ‘Summer Fun 
Night’ last month had us 
laughing and enjoying great 
food as we shared blessings 
of the season and played some games. This 
month, the women will meet on Tuesday, 
July 13 at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
for a MOVIE and PIZZA Night.  Popcorn 
and drinks provided too.  The feature movie is 
“Follow the Stars Home”, a story of a mother 
and child’s love that conquers adversity.  
Ladies, treat yourself to a little time with ‘the 
girls’.   
 

 
FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES    

Yes, Fellowship is rolling along and actively 
looking for people to join our Team or to sign 
on to our "Help Line" (persons who can lend 
a hand occasionally). 
 

For more information please contact: Marj 
Praml (540-327-2667) or email me at: 
teachandwritemp@gmail.com 

 
 

 
THE FLOWER CALENDAR 

Please consider donating flowers for our 
Sunday worship in memory or honor of 
someone or an event. You may sign up by 
contacting the church office or using the link at 
opequonchurch.org to the online sign up. The 
following dates are open in the next two 
months: 
July 4        July 11     August 1     August 8 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATIONS  

 
Rebekah Witt has been busy giving 
opequonchurch.org an update. Watch for the 
new web look in July!  

 

 
Bud Proctor has recorded our worship services 
onto DVD’s for those who do not have access 
to live stream. Please contact the church office 
if you would like to have a DVD of a church 
service. We can also provide a portable DVD 
player, if needed. These recordings should play 
on any device that plays movie DVD’s. 
 

 
ZOOMING WITH BECKY IN MAY 

On July 23 at 1 p.m., we are making a "Just 
a Note" greeting card.  Please sign-up 
by Friday, July 16  You will then receive a kit 
of the materials needed prior to the step-by-
step instructions on July 23; arrangements for 
pickup or delivery of kits will be made.  If 
interested, please contact Becky Proctor 
at 540-868-8149 or e-mail at 
beckyproc@comcast.net with questions or to 
sign up.   

mailto:teachandwritemp@gmail.com
x-apple-data-detectors://0/
x-apple-data-detectors://1/
tel:540-868-8149
mailto:beckyproc@comcast.net
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To My Opequon Church Family – 
Thank you to all who 
made my 90th 
birthday celebration a 
reality. I will 
remember you and it 
for many years to 
come. 
My love to all, 

Ward Edwards 
 

Dear Opequon Church, 
Thank you for your generosity in allowing us to 
use the pavilion for our end of the year picnic. 
We had a great time and it was so nice to be 
outside and to be together. 

From the Sherando GIS Class, 
Daisy, Julia, Saige, Carson, Jazmyn, 
Mattea, Sierra, Natalie, & Gabrielle 
 
Dear Opequon Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the blanket, coffee 
mug, and graduation card; I really appreciate 
it! I promise I’ll be back to visit during my 
breaks. 
Sincerely, 
Reagan 
 
 

 
 

Juliet, Stanley, Joshua & Daniel Batcha 
112 Brenton Ct 
Stephens City, VA 22655-4819 
 

Amy Rogers   arogers7376@gmail.com 
 
Denise Weidele deniseanneweidele@gmail.com 
  

 
 
The garden is looking good and “amping up” 
for a very productive season! In May, we were 
able to harvest and donate a total of 25.55 
pounds, 20.15 went to the Highland Food 
Pantry and 5.4 went to the Sherando Food 
Pantry. As of June 16th, just over 45 pounds 
had been harvested from the garden for the 
month. We are extremely thankful to have a 
dedicated group of volunteers that helped 
establish this garden and welcome anyone who 
would like to help now. If you are interested in 
volunteering, the SignUpGenius page can be 
found on the homepage of the church's 
website. We are looking forward to the rest of 
our first season at the Roots and Shoots 
garden!  
 

 

 
 
 

Remember Opequon Church in your Will 
 

 
 
 

 

Roots & Shoots  
Garden News 

mailto:arogers7376@gmail.com
mailto:deniseanneweidele@gmail.com
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Opequon Presbyterian Church 

Financial Summary for the period ended 

May 31, 2021 

5 
Annual Budget 

(2021) 

Current 
Month 
Actual  

Year to 
Date 

Actual 

Annual 
Budget 

Remaining 

% of 
Annual 
Budget 
Used   

        

        
Income        

      410000 Offering Income 637,500  37,571  273,413  364,087  42.89%   
      420000 Other Income 750  42  241  509  32.08%   

   Total 400000 Income 638,250  37,613  273,653  364,597  42.88%   

Expenses        
   500000 Personnel Costs        

      510000 Installed Pastors 175,603  10,495  53,097  122,506  30.24%   

      520000 Other Ministerial Staff 119,772  9,478  48,087  71,685  40.15%   

      530000 Administrative Staff 99,757  7,636  36,593  63,164  36.68%   

   Total 500000 Personnel Costs 395,132  27,610  137,777  257,355  34.87%   

   600000 Other Ministries        
      610000 Christian Education 13,100  913  2,034  11,066  15.53%   
      620000 Congregational Care 1,400  (36) (472) 1,872  -33.70%   

      630000 Evangelism 2,500  200  1,200  1,300  48.00%   
      640000 Fellowship 3,450  30  238  3,212  6.89%   

      650000 Mission 60,750  2,655  19,803  40,948  32.60%   
      660000 Worship 6,500  461  1,604  4,896  24.68%   

   Total 600000 Other Ministries 87,700  4,223  24,407  63,293  27.83%   

   Total 700000 Church Administration 106,775  20,460  57,506  49,269  53.86%   

Total Expenses 589,607  52,293  219,690  369,917  37.26%   

Net Operating Income (Expense) 48,643  (14,680) 53,963  (5,320) 110.94%   

   920000 Other Income 16,000  1,332  6,620  9,380  41.37%   
   930000 Other Expenses 117,747  9,722  59,538  58,209  50.56%   

Net Other Income (Expense) (101,747) (8,390) (52,918) (48,829) 52.01%   

Income Greater Than (Less Than) Expenses ($53,104) ($23,070) $1,046  ($54,150) -1.97%   

        
              

  5/31/21      

Cash  $155,980       

Sanctuary Mortgage Principal Balance  $735,745       
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Opequon Presbyterian Church 
217 Opequon Church Lane 
Winchester, VA 22602-2421 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
           
“The Opequon Spirit” is the monthly newsletter of: 

Opequon Presbyterian Church 
217 Opequon Church Lane 

Winchester, VA 22602-2421 

Phone: 540-662-1843 
www.opequonchurch.org 

Newsletter deadline is the Wednesday after the Stated Session Meeting. 
Sunday Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am 

Spiritual Growth Class at 9:45 am 
Office Hours are 9:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday thru Friday 

 

David Witt  ---------------------------------------------------------- Pastor 
Tracie Martin  ------------------------------------------- Parish Associate 

Carole Witt ---------------------------- Director of Christian Education 
Rebekah Witt ---------------------- Director of Youth & Young Adults 

William Heavner  ------------------------------------------------ Organist 

Susan Homan  ----------------------------------------- Director of Music 
Susan Ritter  --------------------------------------- Office Administrator 

Ken Smiy ---------------------------------------- Financial Administrator 
Robert Sydnor ----------------------------------------------------- Sexton 

Laurie Carver --------------------------------------- Nursery Supervisor 

Patty Klinefelter, Bill Martin, Lori Henley, Mike Nutry, Pat Williams 
--------------------------------------------------Faith Community Nurses 
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LOOKING AHEAD: AUGUST  
DATES TO NOTE 

 
✓ Sunday, August 1 – August 

Communion – 8:30 & 11:00 am 

✓ Sunday, August 22 – Annual Blessing 

of the Backpacks – 8:30 & 11:00 am 

✓ Sunday, August 22 – WOW at the 

Shelter/Lawn – 6:00 pm 

✓ Sunday, August 29 – Rally Day – 9:45 

am, Fellowship Hall 
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